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New inflatable waterslides installed
at California Jellystone

LODI, Calif.— Families
in the Bay Area and San
Joaquin Valley are eagerly
awaiting the opening of a
new water play park at the
Jellystone Park at Tower Park.
But no date has been set as
yet for the 40,000-square-foot
water play park to open.
“We’re working with the
appropriate governmental
bodies to get inspections and
final sign offs ASAP, but we’re
subject to their schedules,”
said Tessa Wiles, marketing
manager for Grand Rapids,
Mich.-based Northgate
Resorts, which owns the park.
In the meantime, the
Jellystone Park has installed
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two inflatable waterslides that
are immediately available for
public use.
“One slide is 20 feet tall and
has a huge shark that appears
to swallow whomever slides
down the slide. The other slide
is 24 feet tall and 58 feet long
and is designed for high speed
slides,” Wiles said.
An impressive lineup of
improvements and new
amenities are have also
opened at the Jellystone Park
in time for summer, including
a miniature golf course and a
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new fishing pier, beach and
“bark park” later that month.
The park’s onsite restaurant
has also reopened under new
management.
Other recently completed
improvements include a dozen
“Red Carpet” pull-through
RV sites and 18 new rental
cabins. The park’s bathhouse
has also been remodeled.
The new water play park
will include two 165-foot long
water slides, two kiddie water
slides, 13 water blasters, two
water cannons, a 750-gallon
hydro storm bucket
that periodically dumps
750 gallons of water on
anyone standing beneath
it, and a 127,000 gallon
lazy river.
Northgate has a
reputation for developing
some of the finest
campgrounds in the
Jellystone Park network.
The company recently
received the Multi-Unit Park
Entrepreneur of the Year
Award from Leisure Systems,
Inc., the Milford, Ohio-based
company that franchises 85
Jellystone Parks across the
U.S. and Canada. Northgate
won the award for having
achieved the strongest yearover-year growth in business
of any operator that owns
multiple Jellystone Parks.
In addition to offering
some of the finest amenities
available in campgrounds,
Jellystone Parks offer

organized family activities
and themed weekends with
Yogi Bear, which help families
create unique memories.
Activities across Jellystone
Parks include arts and crafts,
scavenger hunts, face
painting, jumping pillows,
and gem mining as well as
interactions with the bears.
Themed weekends
range from family athletic
competitions with various
sporting events to holiday
themed activities to preHalloween themed weekends
with costume and campsite
decorating contests and trick
or treating.
For more information about
the Jellystone Park in Lodi,
please visit
www.towerparkresort.com.
About Northgate Resorts
Northgate Resorts is a family
owned real estate company,
based in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Dedicated to guest
satisfaction and providing
a family friendly camping
experience, Northgate owns
and operates premier RV
and cabin resorts throughout
the country, including nine
Jellystone Park locations.
For more information on
Northgate Resorts, please visit
www.northgateresorts.com.
Source: Press Release
industrye-news.com
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Canada imposes tariffs on $12.5B of
US imports

THE Canadian government
confirmed Sunday that it has
imposed tariffs on US exports
worth 16.6 billion Canadian
dollars ($12.5 billion).
More than 40 US steel
products attract tariffs of 25%.
A tax of 10% has been levied

industrye-news.com

on over 80 other American
items including toffee, maple
syrup, coffee beans and
strawberry jam.
The response from Canada
is designed to be proportional,
with the new taxes being
based on the amount of

steel and aluminum shipped
last year from Canada to the
United States.
US steel tariffs, which went
into effect on June 1, are
expected to be particularly
painful for Canada. It was the
largest exporter of steel to
the United States by value
last year, according to Wood
Mackenzie.
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said it was necessary
for Canada to hold the United
States to account.
"I have made it very clear
to the president that it is not
something we relish doing
but it is something that we
absolutely will do," he said in

June. "[As] Canadians, we're
polite, we're reasonable but
we also will not be pushed
around."
Full Article:
https://cnnmon.ie/2KFXH15

Justin Trudeau
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Nashville
Tennessee
────
With a total focus
on NEW and
existing
ENTERTAINMENT
────
Following on the

FEB 23-25
DON’T MISS
EXHIBITING
Focus is on targeting businesses involved in any
tourism based entertainment.
CAMPGROUNDS | RV PARKS | SUMMER CAMPS |
AGRITOURISM FARMS | RESORTS
Exhibitor booths are 10x10 with the ability for larger space at a
discounted rate. There are 20 booth spaces available and we
imagine these will sell quickly so please book early to get the early
bird discount and SAVE!

day after the
American Camps
Assn show at a
Opryland venue in
Nashville
────
Attendees coming
from the Camps,
Campground,
Resort &
Agritourism
Farming markets
────

10x10 Booth $1500
Early Bird book by July 30
Email Jamie at jamie@industrye-news.com
4

CAMPGROUND NEWS |

July 6th, 2018

$1250
industrye-news.com

EXHIBITORS- WHAT’S DIFFERENT?
ENTERTAINMENT is INCLUDED. With country music performer throughout the event.
SPEAKERS will focus on ENTERTAINMENT, MARKETING, TOURISM, THE CHANGING FACE OF
TOURISM BASED GUEST ENTERTAINMENT, SOCIAL MEDIA, HAUNT & AGRITAINMENT
EXHIBITORS are INCLUDED and INVOLVED with the Seminars, Lunches & ALL ACTIVITIES
VENUE: Gaylord Inn, part of the Opryland complex
GUARANTEE: We offer a money back guarantee should for any reason the Conference does not go ahead as
planned
WHAT YOU GET AS AN EXHIBITOR

10X10 BOOTH: $1500 or $1250

GOLD SPONSORSHIPS: $4000.

Space, table & 2 chairs, electric is included, Breakfast & Lunches

Or early bird $3500.

As a Gold Sponsor for this event, your company will receive:
• 1 complimentary 10x10 booth (value $1500) • 4 full page color ads in both the Campground E News &
Agritainment News weekly magazines (value $3600) • Featured on all conference literature, • Free admission
to any seminars, mentions throughout the convention including all dinners and social events • Free brochure
inserts in each attendee bag • A banner identifying the sponsoring organization will be displayed at either the
registration area or trade show throughout the convention • Banner ad on either the Campground or
Agritainment weekly distribution email for 1 year (value $1500) • Special vendor table and recognition at the
banquet, where you can invite customers to sit upfront with you. VIP Seating. • Participate in evening
entertainment.

SILVER SPONSORSHIPS: $2500.

Or early bird $2000.

As a Silver Sponsor for this event, your company will receive:
• 1 complimentary 10x10 booth (value $1500) • 2 full color page ads in both the Campground E News &
Agritainment News weekly magazines (value $1800) • Logo featured on all conference literature • Free
admission to any seminars • Banner ad on either the Campground or Agritainment weekly distribution email
for 6 months (value $750) • Participate in evening entertainment.

DINNER SPONSOR: $1500.

Or early bird $1200.

Banner promoting your company at dinner. Mention during the dinner and an opportunity to speak at the
dinner with attendees.
CONTACT US TODAY for EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS: INDUSTRY E NEWS:
Phone 317 408 6849 | www.agritainmentshow.com : jamie@industrye-news.com
July 6th, 2018
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Parks serve to unite families during
July fourth

ELKHART COUNTY, IN. Despite a quiet mid-week July
4, families still traveled en
masse to inhabit their favorite
campgrounds for the holiday.
Flags flew mounted to truck
beds. Golf carts bedazzled in
shiny spangled banners zipped
down the lane toward the
pool. And in the still morning
hours at Pla-Mor campground,
strains of music drifted from
the far back corner of the
property.
The music came from a
tent with a sign announcing
“MILLER CAMP-OUT,” a relic
of the Miller family’s annual
July 4 reunion, which has been
going strong for 34 years,
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according to brothers O.J and
Perry Miller.
“Every year we do the
whole week,” O.J. said.
When the siblings’ father
died more than 30 years ago,
the five brothers and one
sister were spread across the
country, from Texas to Florida
to Alabama to Arkansas,
according to O.J. They decided
they needed to make a
concerted effort to meet up
at least once a year. Each
sibling “hosted” at one point
or another, inviting the rest of
the clan to camp in his or her
hometown.
“We look for entertainment
in the area,” Perry said. The
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family, most of whom own
an RV, gathers together for
casual singing, chatting and
eating during the first half of
each day, then often heads out
for a communal activity in the
evenings.
As musicians Tim and Laurie
Mast, a generation removed
from the original Miller family,
strummed away under a tent,
O.J. gestured toward each
table and introduced his family
members. The family reunion
attendance fluctuates from
year to year – usually between
16 and 28, by his count – but
the original six always attend.
After nodding toward each
person, he grinned.

“That’s the family. They’re
all outlaws, but they’re good
ones,” he said with a chuckle.
Perry nodded, playing along.
“The bottom line about all of
this here is relationships,” he
said, arm outstretched toward
the group under the tent with
its red-white-and-blue drape.
“Our mother was sort of the
instigator of this whole thing.”
“So we just kept on going,”
O.J. said.
Though gatherings were
smaller at Eby’s Pines RV Park
& Campground, the familial
warmth seemed the same.
Under the shade of a tent
parked next to his RV, which
is situated in the same lot
he has rented for the last 15
summers, Elkhart resident Jim
Rogers welcomed his family
as they arrived laden with food
for the Independence Day
meal.
Following a comment about
the tablecloth decorated with
American flags, his wife Andy
Rogers said, “No, it’s not for
the Fourth. It’s like this all the
time.”
Jim nodded. He is a military
veteran who served in
Afghanistan, he said, then
added the camper next door
served in Vietnam. Aside from
their shared military history,
their love of camping keeps
these families rekindling the
same friendships year after
year.
“You get to be kind of a
family,” he said.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/2MMLyYQ
industrye-news.com
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480-acre waterfront RV park sold in
Currituck, N.C.

THE 480-acre Hampton
LODGE RV Park in Currituck,
N.C., was sold for $4 million,
according to S.L. Nusbaum
Realty Co.
Located at 1631 Waterlily
Road, the property offers over

industrye-news.com

three miles of shoreline, 286
campsites with water and
electricity, four boat ramps,
four piers, two bathhouses
with laundry facilities, a
recreation hall and game
room, 10 permanent duck

blinds, a manager’s residence,
an owner’s waterfront lodge
home and an on-site dump
station, according to a news
release.
In the late 1800s and into
the early 20th century, the
property was an exclusive
hunt club, one of many that
made Currituck County a
hunting and fishing oasis for
wealthy industrialists and their
families from every big city on
the East Coast. In the early
1960s, as RV camping grew
in popularity, Hampton Lodge
was transformed into an RV
resort.
The property was sold by
Hampton Lodge Campground

LLC/BGP Properties LLC to
85’ and Sunny LLC, according
to the news release.
“This is very good news
for the citizens of Currituck
County. The buyer, the parent
company of 85’ and Sunny,
LLC, Bluewater Development
of Ocean City Maryland,
operates waterfront hotels and
world class RV resorts in the
Mid-Atlantic and New England.
Their transformation of the
long neglected Sunset Beach
RV Resort in Cape Charles,
VA was nothing short of
spectacular.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/2KPSHuj
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Winds fuel Colorado fires, officials
hoping for rain
The Eagle County Sheriff’s
Office said that shooting
ranges in the area have been
closed until further notice.
The evacuation orders
that are in place will remain
through the evening, with no
estimated time for being lifted.
The Eagle County Sheriff’s
Office shared an online map of
fire activity and road closures
Wednesday.

WHILE rain predictions
for this week give some fire
crews hope, strong winds
Wednesday fueled the quickly
spreading Lake Christine fire
as it jumped from 300 acres to
about 2,700.
Lake Christine fire
Eagle County Sheriff’s Office
cited Allison Marcus, 22, and
Richard Miller, 23, for arson
charges that ignited the blaze
at a shooting range near Basalt
on Tuesday. The fire quickly
grew to 2,700 acres with zero
percent containment as of
6:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Fire Department officials
said they “didn’t have a
chance” as winds and dry
fuel allowed the fire to spread
quickly up Basalt mountain.
They estimate about 500
homes are at risk as 150
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firefighters, two helicopters,
seven small air tankers and
four large air tankers battle the
flames.
So far, there have been no
reported injuries or structures
damaged, but officials are
warning residents to prepare
for a 72-hour power outage as
the blaze threatens to take out

THE ASPEN AREA
LOST POWER LAST
NIGHT AS THE
BLAZE CAUSED
EXPLOSIONS
ALONG SOME
POWER LINES,
OFFICIALS
REPORTED AT
THE COMMUNITY
MEETING
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power lines to Roaring Fork
Valley. The Aspen area lost
power last night as the blaze
caused explosions along some
power lines, officials reported
at the community meeting.
“The Lake Christine Fire is
a high-priority fire in the state
of Colorado (because of) the
values at risk and the power
infrastructure located nearby,”
said Chief Scott Thompson,
incident commander.
Red Table Road and all of
Basalt mountain are under
emergency closures from the
National Forest Service as the
flames spread into federal land
late Wednesday afternoon.
“This fire will not be out
quickly,” said Karen Schroyer,
Aspen-Sopris District ranger.
“This is a longer-duration fire,
we could be looking at several
weeks.”

Spring Creek fire
The fire has grown to 95,739
acres, making it the thirdlargest wildfire in state history.
It has destroyed at least 104
residences and is only 5
percent contained.
A pre-evacuation order
was issued Wednesday
for all residents in the area
south of the Huerfano-Las
Animas County line south
to Las Animas County Road
42 and east to Las Animas
County Road 21.7 and west to
Colorado 12. Existing evacuee
orders remain in place
because of the fast-moving
fire.
Fire officials saw a cold
front pass through the area
Wednesday, causing winds to
shift and come out of the east.
On the north side,
firefighters focused on County
Road 520. Fire authorities
added another 271 firefighters
to the the operation, bringing
the total number of firefighters
to 986.
Residents of Forbes Park,
one of the more densely
populated areas within the
industrye-news.com
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burn area, dread finding out
how much damage has been
done.

There’s a chance of showers
and thunderstorms through
the weekend.

416 fire
As of Wednesday, the
53,260-acre fire was 45
percent contained, and all La
Plata County pre-evacuation
orders had been lifted.
On Thursday, firefighters
are planning to do repair on
fire lines along the south and
southwest side of the fire.
Durango’s forecast calls for
a 20 percent chance of rain
Thursday and Thursday night,
with a 30 percent chance
for moisture Friday and a 40
percent chance Friday night.

Weston Pass fire
The Weston Pass fire grew
by about 1,400 acres to a
total of 10,727 acres on July
4. The fire, burning 9 miles
south of Fairplay, is 15 percent
contained.
Winds shifted east-northeast
today, the first time during the
Weston Pass fire that winds
have come from the east.
This has pushed the fire away
from US 285 but created a
“significant increase in fire
activity on the south and
southwest border of the fire,”

industrye-news.com

said Bob Summerfield, public
information officer for the fire.
On Thursday, crews plan
to continue mopping up hot
spots on the north portion of
the fire but are reassessing

their plans for addressing the
southern side of the fire, after
Wednesday’s weather.
Full Article:
https://dpo.st/2IWv2mS
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Blue Water Development opens Va.
water park by KOA
Geracimos said.
Maui Jack's
was a natural
pairing to the
campground,
putting it
adjacent as
an additional
amenity for
KOA guests,
but also serving
Chincoteague
and the
surrounding
Delmarva area.

CHINCOTEAGUE Island, Va.Slip and slide into summer at
Maui Jack's Waterpark.
The brainchild of Blue Water
Development, Maui Jack's
Waterpark is bringing a new
type of entertainment to
Chincoteague Island. The park,
located at 6742 Maddox Blvd.,
held its grand opening on
Friday, June 29.
“The whole reason why
we did this was obviously to
enhance the area for our local
area public in Chincoteague,
but also for our campground
next door which is the KOA
Resort," said Dean Geracimos,
Blue Water Development chief
operations officer.
The park began welcoming
guests earlier this month, but
that time was used to work
out problem areas and finish
completing certain areas of
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fantastic," Geracimos said.
On June 29, the waterpark
was packed with guests
enjoying the various
waterslides and riding down
the lazy river. The park utilizes
its space by giving visitors
various slide types and other
splash, and water tools.
Maui Jack's Waterpark,
located on Chincoteague
Island, held its grand opening
on Friday, June 29, 2018.
Maui Jack's is an explosion
of color with, its use of bright
colors like lime green, ocean
blue and sunny orange
and yellow. Matched
with the clear water, the
park works to create
a day or weekend in
paradise.
Guests had their feet
in the sand at Keko's Bar
and Grill as they sat at
colorful high-top tables.

the park.
“It gave us some time to
get our act together and make
sure that we’re putting out the
best product,” Geracimos said.
The real estate development
company chose Chincoteague
as it was a natural fit to pair
with the Chincoteague Island
KOA Resort. Blue Water
Devleopment recently updated
the campground with new
cottages and safari tents,
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Now guests can enjoy
multiple water slides, cabanas,
a children's area and a lazy
river. The park also houses
Keko's Bar and Grill and a
concessions area to refuel.
“The response has been

But, others were hitting the
concessions stand for a
grab-and-go food item to get
right back into the action.
Full Article:
https://
delmarvane.ws/2IXHSkM
industrye-news.com
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• A great return on investment • a SAFE flat jumping area
• easy to install & roll up to store over winter
• Many sizes to choose from • many color choices

www.thejumppad.com
Call sales manager Randy Jenkins on 704 902 1786 E: thejumppad@gmail.com
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Brother and sister turn love of vintage
trailers into unique Ventura lodge

CALI.- Waypoint Ventura
boasts several selling points,
such as fire pits and close
proximity to the beach, but the
city’s newest hotel has one
particularly unique feature:
Every room is a refurbished
trailer.
The 16 rooms at Waypoint
Ventura, located at 398 S Ash
St., range from vintage 1940s
trailers to comparably modern
Airstreams, all of which
have been fully restored and
uniquely styled. The business
has already begun fielding
guestroom requests for
Ventura-bound vacationers and
locals alike.
The business, which is jointly
managed by Ventura twins
Carey and Kelsey Jonker,
opened its doors June 21.
The twins became
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enamored of vintage trailers
several years ago and decided
it would be fun to convert
their newfound interest into a
business, according to Carey,
27.
“It started in 2015 with
a gravel lot that we didn’t
know what to do with,”
Carey said. “We looked into
vintage trailers and fell in
love with them and started
reconditioning, restoring or
completely renovating them.
This is a great way to build
out the area that has a good
use for customers and the
community without putting in
permanent structures.”
Each trailer features a private
deck and modern amenities,
while communal barbecues
and fire pits dot the rest of the
property. Train tracks separate
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the business from downtown
Ventura and the beach only is
a few minutes’ walk away.
The Jonkers are confident
Waypoint Ventura’s unique
atmosphere and advantageous
location will help the business
thrive in the city’s tourismoriented economy.
That said, getting the
business up and running was
no easy task. After acquiring
the trailers, it took a significant
amount of time to renovate
them into appropriate hotel
rooms, according to Kelsey.
“It’s easy to source most of
them but the hard part comes
when you’re completely
restoring the trailers,” Kelsey
said. “You have to completely
rebuild the interiors and make
them look nice so people want
to stay in them. We’ve been

working for the last three
years to get enough of these
built to have a functioning
hotel.”
While Carey and Kelsey are
managing the business, their
parents own the lot and are
providing financial support, as
is the Becker Group, a Venturabased property management
company, which has worked
with the Jonker family for
years. The twins grew up
working at Toppers Pizza
Place, a local chain of pizza
restaurants owned by their
parents.
Their business experience
is apparent to some early
hotel guests: While there are
a handful of other hotels on
the West Coast that boast
similar concepts, Waypoint
Ventura brings an entirely
industrye-news.com
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new experience to the city,
according to San Diego
resident Alice Baumstark, who
stayed at the hotel during its
opening week.

industrye-news.com

Baumstark, 55, who works in
the luxury hotel industry, was
particularly impressed with
the Waypoint Ventura’s quality
and added that the business

seemed to
avoid most of
the growing
pains typically
associated with
new hotels.
“They’re newly
opened so I
didn’t have high
expectations
but I was
blown away,”
Baumstark said.
“The trailers are
all themed and
have an attention
to detail without
being campy. I
know what it's
like when you open a new
property and in the first few
months you’re working things
through but they really have

things figured out.”
Going forward, Carey and
Kelsey plan to renovate
additional trailers and add
them to the business.
Though Ventura has no
shortage of hotels, even
the city’s residents are
excited about the business
because it can offer a fun
staycation experience, said
Marlyss Auster, CEO of
Visit Ventura. She added
that the widespread appeal
of Airstreams will help the
business carve its own niche
and be a solid addition to the
community.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/2u9laAW
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Canada's Jellystone Parks offer lots
of unique summer activities starting
in August
Canada during the
next three months:
Chocolate Themed
Activities
- Borden-Carleton,
Prince Edward Island,
Aug. 10-12: Activities
include a candy
counting contest,
chocolate crafts and
games, a scavenger

THERE are six Jellystone
Parks in eastern Canada,
including parks in New
Brunswick, Newfoundland,
Nova Scotia, Ontario and
Prince Edward Island
SUMMER 2018 -Yogi
Bear’s Jellystone Parks
across eastern Canada will
be celebrating Canada Day
with patriotic bike parades,
campsite decorating, Maple
Leaf face painting and other
activities.
But the family friendly
campground network has
many more activities and
themed weekends planned
throughout the summer
months, including chocolate
themed weeks and weekends,
pet themed weekends, and
weekends with Christmas and
Halloween themed activities.
“Our Canadian
campgrounds offer everything
from chocolate Slip N Slides

14
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to Christmas in July festivities
with Yuletide Karaoke contests
to pre-Halloween themed
weekends that start in August
with campsite decorating
contests and trick or treating,”
said Kelly Jones, vice
president of operations for
Milford, Ohio-based Leisure
Systems Inc., which franchises
Jellystone Parks across
Canada and the United States.
Following is a sampling of
activities planned at the six
Jellystone Parks in eastern
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hunt, candy bar bingo and a
chocolate Slip ’N Slide.
www.jellystonepei.com
- Bradford, Ontario, July
20-22: This is a Valentine
sweetheart weekend with a
heart hunt, a chocolate Slip
’N Slide and a Saturday night
dance.
www.jellystonetoronto.com
- Borden-Carleton, Prince
Edward Island, Aug. 24-26:
Activities this weekend include
a dog fashion show and talent

contest and visitors from
Benny Trails Pet Ranch. Guests
will have a chance to hold a
snake and have a photo taken.
www.jellystonepei.com
- Pouch Pond,
Newfoundland, July 9-12:
This park will have mid-week
chocolate activities, including
candy bar bingo, chocolate
crafts and ice cream sundae
making. Campers will also join
together to make an orange
chocolate cake.
www.marineparknl.com
Pet Themed Weekends
- Borden-Carleton, Prince
Edward Island, Aug. 24-26:
Activities this weekend include
a dog fashion show and talent
contest and visitors from
Benny Trails Pet Ranch. Guests
will have a chance to hold a
snake and have a photo taken.
www.jellystonepei.com
- Pouch Pond,
Newfoundland, Aug. 10-12:
Activities include a pet talent
show, a pet fashion show, pet
crafts and a group dog walk.
www.marineparknl.com
Christmas in July
- Bradford, Ont., July 13-15:
Activities include gingerbread
making, Christmas carols and
a Christmas celebration.
www.jellystonetoronto.com
- Borden-Carleton, Prince
Edward Island, July 19-23:
Activities include Christmas
crafts, a snowy Slip ’N Slide, a
visit by Santa and a campsite
industrye-news.com
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decorating contest.
www.jellystonepei.com
- Kingston, Nova Scotia,
July 20-22: Activities include
Christmas crafts, decorating
a Christmas tree with Yogi
Bear, caroling around the
campground, a glow stick
parade, a North Pole Relay
Race, and gifts with Santa.
www.jellystonens.com
- Lower Woodstock, New
Brunswick, July 27-29: This
park’s activities include a
Holly Jolly Christmas Party, a
campsite decorating contest,
and a Yuletide Karaoke

industrye-news.com

Contest.
www.jellystoneparknb.com
- Niagara Falls, Ont., July
20-22: Activities include
Christmas caroling and sleigh
rides through the park and a
campsite decorating contest.
www.jellystoneniagara.ca
- Pouch Pond,
Newfoundland, July 27-29:
Activities include Christmas
crafts, snowball fights, red and
green tie dye t-shirt making,
Christmas charade games, a
campsite decorating contest
and a Christmas parade.
www.marineparknl.com

Pre-Halloween
Themed Weekends
- Bradford, Ont.,
Aug. 3-5: Activities
include ghost stories
by the campfire, trick or
treating and the park’s
annual haunted house.
www.jellystonetoronto.
com
- Lower Woodstock,
N.B., Aug. 10-12 and
Aug. 17-19: This park
will have two Halloween
themed weekends,
which include Halloween
themed crafts, a campsite
decorating contest, a
costume party, and a haunted
graveyard.
www.jellystoneparknb.com
- Borden-Carleton, Prince
Edward Island, Aug. 17-19:
Activities include Halloween
themed crafts and games, a
campsite decorating contest,
a costume contest, and trick-otreating.
www.jellystonepei.com
- Pouch Cove,
Newfoundland, Aug. 17-19 and
Sept. 28-30: Activities include
Halloween crafts, costume

and campsite decorating
contests and a lantern parade.
www.marineparknl.com
- Kingston, Nova Scotia,
August 24-26: Activities
include costume and campsite
decorating contests, monster
mask making and a haunted
walk. www.jellystonens.com
- Niagara Falls, Ont., Aug.
31-Sept. 1 and Oct. 5-7: This
park has two Halloween
themed weekends with
activities including costume
and campsite decorating
contests, trick or treating and
a Monster Mash Dance on
Saturday night. Activities for
the weekend of Aug. 31-Sept.
1 will also include the park’s
4th Annual Halloween Carnival.
www.jellystoneniagara.ca
For more information
about activities and themed
weekends at Jellystone Parks
in Canada and the U.S., please
visit
www.campjellystone.com.
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Campgrounds make a splash with
water parks and activities
Note from the editor: This article was written by Jeff Crider for the Family Motor Coach
Association’s magazine Family RVing.

WHEN Victor and Jessica
King opened Lake George RV
Park in Lake George, N.Y., in
1966, it was one of the most
modern campgrounds in the
United States. Each of its
then 200-plus campsites had
30-amp electric connections,
water, and sewer service,
which was almost unheard of.
“We’ve always tried to
create a camping environment
that was ahead of the
industry,” said David King,
the park’s second-generation
owner. Lake George RV Park
has continued to develop
new amenities, activities,
and entertainment, including
live music; animal and reptile
shows; nature workshops; and
performances by magicians,
industrye-news.com

hypnotists and illusionists.
But the King family’s latest
addition could be its biggest
yet - a $5 million aquatic park
called Cascade Cove, which
opens this summer. Mr. King
said he has been rushing to
complete it this year as a
way to celebrate what would
be the 100th birthday of his
father, who died six years ago.
Cascade Cove will feature
a zero-entry swimming pool,
with a gradual slope from the
deck to the water; hot tub
clusters that can seat up to
38; and a water play area with
32 interactive spray features,
a dumping bucket, and a
34-foot-long enclosed, twisting
slide. Mr. King said guests

repeatedly
have asked him
to install new
water features
to replace
some of the
park’s three
existing aquatic
areas, which
were built
between 1966
and 1976.
That trend is
visible across
North America
as consumers
seek
campgrounds
with special
water features.
Overall,
relatively
few public
and private
campgrounds offer such
perks, but a growing number
are installing everything from
spray grounds to aquatic play
structures to water slides.
Campgrounds are seeing the
benefits of such investments.
“Our business has absolutely
increased,” said Kristie Kuper,
who co-owns the 200-site
Thunder Bay Kampgrounds of
America (KOA) in Ontario, with
her husband, Michael.
Two years ago the Kupers
installed a 10,000-square-foot
aquatic fun zone that includes
two water cannons, four dump
buckets, and a computerized
sequence of 24 jet sprayers.
“It draws the family,” Kristie

Kuper said. “We now cater
to the younger children as
well. We have two big heated
saltwater pools in the same
area as our splash pad.”
The Indianapolis KOA in
Greenfield, Ind., opened
an aquatic park last year
that includes a zero-entry
swimming pool. Manager
Rachel Vaughan said business
has increased, in part because
grandparents like a place they
can take their grandkids.
Other KOA campgrounds
that have seen the merits of
installing water play structures
or water slides, including
those in Colorado Springs,
Colo.; Virginia Beach, Va.; Hill
City, S. D.; Hayward, Wisc.;
and Strafford, N.H.
Even campgrounds close
to the ocean are finding it
worthwhile to offer special
aquatic attractions.
“People like options,” said
Barb Krumm, director of
marketing and public relations
for Ocean Lakes Family
Campground in Myrtle Beach,
S.C., which two years ago
opened a 61,232-squarefoot waterpark called Sandy
Harbor.
The park includes more than
28,000 square feet of water
surface, which is more than
twice the area of an Olympicsize pool. Features include a
four-lane racing slide and a
705-foot-long Adventure River,
in addition to kiddie pools with

July 6th, 2018

Cont P18

| CAMPGROUND NEWS

17

From pg 17

water guns and water buckets.
Ocean Lakes borders the
Atlantic Ocean, but Ms.
Krumm said some guests
prefer the park’s pools and
special water features over
the beach and swimming in
the ocean. “Some people like
being able to sit and not get
sand all over them,” she said.
The park caters to a variety
of ages and interests, Ms.
Krumm noted. Children and
their parents may enjoy the
racing slides, for example,
while seniors often like to float
in the “lazy river” water ride.
Meanwhile, those who want
to go to the beach can do so.
Campgrounds affiliated
with the Jellystone Park
network have been particularly
enthusiastic when it comes
to installing splash pads,
water slides, and other
aquatic parks. Roughly half
of the 84 Jellystone Park
campgrounds have significant
water features, and more will
open or are being expanded
this summer, according to
Michele Wisher, vice president
of marketing for Leisure
Systems Inc., which franchises
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the Yogi Bear-themed parks.
They include the following
Jellystone Parks:
*Golden Valley, Bostic,
North Carolina: The park
plans to have a water zone
with 165-foot-long water
slides, two kiddie water
slides, 13 water blasters,
two water cannons, and a
“hydro storm” bucket that
periodically dumps 750 gallons
of water on anyone standing
beneath it. Golden Valley has
been undergoing extensive
renovations; a spokeswoman
for campground owner
Northgate Resorts said
the water zone may not be
completed until the spring of
2019, when RV sites also will
be ready.
*North Texas, Burleson,
Texas: Two family tube
waterslides open this summer
at the park-owned Pirates’
Cove, an aquatic park adjacent
to the campground. The slides
are 65 feet tall and 350 feet
long.
*Guadalupe River, Kerrville,
Texas: The park installed a
19,641-square-foot interactive
water zone in 2017. It includes
Cont P19
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Huron Campground
in Carsonville,
Michigan, which has
a new water fun
zone that opened
in May 2018. It
features an activity
pool with areas
to play basketball
and volleyball in
the water, as well

From pg 18

two kiddie water slides; three
water slides with lengths of
20 feet, 160 feet, and 165 feet;
two water cannons; 13 water
blasters; and a 750-gallon
“hydro storm.” The park
owner, Northgate Resorts,
plans to open three new
waterslides this summer, one
of which is a racer with two
lanes. They range from 196
feet to 334 feet long.
*Tower Park, Lodi, California:
This campground is scheduled
to open a 40,000-square-foot
water play park by the Fourth
of July weekend. It will include
two 165-foot-long water
slides, two kiddie water slides,
13 water blasters, two water
cannons, a 750-gallon “hydro
storm,” and a 127,000-gallon
lazy river.
*Daddy Joe’s, Tabor City,
North Carolina: Last year,
the park opened a 20-foottall AquaPlay structure that
features water cannons, water
slides, and dumping buckets.
*Whispering Pines, Tyler,
Texas: The campground
planned to open an
11,000-square-foot Kids Water
industrye-news.com

Zone in June with five slides
ranging in length from 25 to
45 feet, as well as 23 bubblers
and fountains and a “rain
tree.”
Some parks have installed
other water play attractions.
In 2016, for example, the
Jellystone Park at Keystone
Lake in Mannford, Oklahoma,
opened a Wibit, a floating
aqua park that’s 160 feet
by 200 feet. Appearing
like a collection of rafts, it
includes obstacle courses, a
trampoline, monkey bars, and
slides.
“It has to be out in deep
water because of the slides,”
said park co-owner Beth Ryan.
“It’s very challenging.”
Ms. Ryan also co-owns and
operates the 400-site Lake

as floating toys. It also has
a kiddie pool with spray
features and mini slides. She
said reservations for Lake
Huron Campground are up 30
percent since the attraction
was installed.
Park operators said it’s not
just kids who enjoy water
attractions.
“You’d be surprised how
many adults actually use these
water features,” said Gwyn
Wathen, marketing director for
Recreational Adventures Co.,
which owns Mount Rushmore
Resort KOA at Palmer Gulch
in Hill City, South Dakota, and
the Monroe County/Toledo
North KOA in Petersburg,
Michigan.
The Mount Rushmore KOA

has a splash park, while the
Monroe County/Toledo North
KOA has a 220-foot-long
double-loop waterslide that’s
popular with both adults and
children. Guests who use the
waterslide end up in a 5-acre
lake.
“One of our top selling items
in our store is blow-up rafts
and inflatables they can use
on the lake,” Ms. Wathen
said.
This summer, Jim
Adams will be one of
many campers heading
to a favorite campground
to try the newest water
features. Mr. Adams is a
Dallas-area resident who
frequently takes his 5-yearold granddaughter to the
Jellystone Park in Tyler, Texas,
which is installing a water
zone for kids.
“We honestly can’t wait
for the new water play area
to open up,” Mr. Adams
said. “Our granddaughter
was looking at photos of the
construction of the water play
area on the park’s Facebook
page. She was excited.”
Know Before You Go
Before you plan a trip to
a campground with water
features, make sure you
know the operating hours
and season for aquatic park
operations, as schedules vary
depending on the location and
the availability of lifeguards. As
noted, some water parks may
still be under construction.
If you have young children,
check the height and weight
requirements of the park’s
waterslides, as well as other
restrictions, before they take
the plunge.
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ACCOUNTING
CPA firm that specializes in working with Campground and RV
Park owners throughout the USA. Our industry knowledge
is focused on taking the headaches out of bookkeeping and
accounting and helping you grow your campground's value.

Contact: Donna Bordeaux or Chad Bordeaux
Phone: 704-752-9845
Email: info@campgroundaccounting.com www.campgroundaccounting.com

AQUISITIONS
Specializing in acquisitions and sales of RV properties
Nationwide. If you have considered selling, let’s discuss how we
may be able to assist you in ways others cannot. Not ready to
sell? We offer full-service management options for far less than
you might imagine

Contact: Randy Hendrickson, 805-253-1562
Email: Randy@1Horizon.com www.1Horizon.com

industrye-news.com
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AQUISITIONS
SPECIALIZING IN RV PARKS AND CAMPGROUNDS.
We offer professional Park Brokerage Services to those seeking to
sell or purchase RV Parks, Resorts, Mobile Home Parks, Marinas,
and Campgrounds in Texas and Oklahoma. We offer a lot more than
typical Realtors or unlicensed Business Brokers, plus we have over
30 years experience just in this specialized Property.

www.rvparksforsale.com
Phone: 830-896-5050 Fax: 866-300-0146
info@rvparksforsale.com 612 Sidney Baker St. Kerrville, Texas 78028

ADVERTISING SERVICES
Texas Advertising is the publisher of several state campground
guides as well as an approved ad agent for national publications
like the Good Sam Directory. Not to mention, Texas Advertising
owns AGS Guest Guides which publishes hundreds of
campground guides every year and works with tens of thousands
of campground-related businesses.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504,
Crowley, TX 76036. 877-518-1989
www.TexasAdvertising.net Email: info@texasadvertising.net

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

BATH HOUSE UNITS
Bath House and Commercial Modular Buildings to
meet any Building Code.
Building Pro the Out House Masters has been custom building
modular buildings since 1979. We design and build to meet
your exact needs. We provide Showers, Toilets , Meeting rooms,
Laundries, Classrooms, Locker rooms, Offices, Daycare's, Churches,
Clinics.

Building Pro: 713-880-2801
www.buildingpro.com
bill@buildingpro.com
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CABINS/PARKS MODELS
Pinnacle Park Homes has served the campground industry for over
15 years. With our focus solely on park models and camping cabins,
Pinnacle Park Homes has become a leader in the industry. We
deliver to 48 states and our homes arrive complete – they are not a
kit. We offer a rental line exclusively to campground owners that are
designed to bring a return on investment in a short period of time.

Call us today or visit the web. 866-574-5159
26488 GA Hwy 3 Ochlocknee, GA 31773
Email: info@pinnacleparkhomes.com www.pinnacleparkhomes.com

Great American Direct leads the industry in providing hospitality
solutions at factory direct pricing. Our line features mattresses,
mattress protection, bed frames, futons. Our NEW line provides
outdoor furniture and umbrellas for your patio sites and pool
areas. For a full list of products, visit our website.

Ph: (757) 229-0567
4000 Newman Road, Williamsburg, VA 23188
Email: shop@greatamericandirect.com www.greatamericandirect.com

CONSULTANTS

Visit our website to request
a one hour complimentary
consultation

Ph: 800 897 8836

With more than 100 years of combined outdoor hospitality experience, the Gorin + Cohen
Consulting Group provides expert experience in all aspects of RV Park and Campground
design, development, investment, operations and marketing.
The Gorin + Cohen team exclusively works with investors, developers, campground owners
and park buyers, providing experience based consulting services at affordable fees.

www.gorincohenconsulting.com
David: dgorin@gorincohenconsulting.com
Jayne: jcohen@gorincohenconsulting.com

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES
Use our knowledge for the best electrical fixes and
upgrades. YES is a nationwide distributor of electric pedestals,
surface boxes, electric meters, conversion kits, water meters,
lighting, power distribution equipment and accessories from
Millbank, Midwest, Eaton, General Electric and more.

Owner: Maggie Linnell
Lake Orion, Michigan
Toll free number: 855.644.2400
www.YourElectricalSolutions.net

industrye-news.com

sales@YourElectricalSolutions.net
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EQUIPMENT FINANCE
Full Circle Finance has been financing the campground industry
for nearly 20 years. We finance park models, bath houses, yurts,
laundry equipment, honey wagons, hardware,/software, pool
equipment, jumping pads, playground equipment, picnic tables,
fire rings and just about anything else you can think of for the
hospitality industry. If it's equipment used for your business,
chances are we will finance it!

Call Kevin Van Wagner today at 1-888-223-2600 or
visit us online www.fullcirclellc.us Kevin@Fullcirclellc.us APPLY NOW

MERCHANDISE AND SUPPLIES
SMORSTIX - The perfect Marshmallow Roasting Stix. The original
since 1999. Packaged bulk or with pre-loaded clip-strips or
floor display. Made of 100% untreated white birch without any
additives, dirt or grime. SMORSTIX are a generous 30" length to
keep everybody at a safe distance from the fire. Trees & forests are
left undisturbed which is a good lesson when teaching the kids to
leave our forests the way we found them.

Ph: 877 766 7784
smorsales@smorstix.com www.smorstix.com

MOBILE APPS
CREATE AN EXPERIENCE APP FOR YOUR CAMPGROUND, IN
MINUTES! Features include a real-time alert system, activities
calendar with reminders, mobile initiated delivery services, turnby-turn directions to nearby things to see and do and MORE.
No setup fees, 30 day Free trial. Subscriptions start at $30/month.
Join the network.

Phone: 888-231-CAMP (2267)
Email: info@campersapp.com

www.campersapp.com

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com
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PRINTING SERVICES
AGS is the industry leader in printing and promotional products.
From site maps to brochures to fun, unique items like dry-erase
maps for check-ins, floor mats, wine glasses and more! AGS
prints high-quality and customized products to promote your
business.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504,
Crowley, TX 76036. 817-426-9395.
www.AGSPub.com Email: guides@agspub.com

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

RECREATION EQUIPMENT
The Jump Pad has taken the market by storm and is the ideal kid
magnet for campgrounds and RV resorts. Available in a variety of
sizes, the Jump Pad is a series of inflatable "pillows" along a flat
play jump area. No installation is required. Insurance companies
have endorsed it. Can be folded and stored over winter!

Phone Randy on 704 902 1786
thejumppad@gmail.com www.thejumppad.com

Emerald FX is a design build fiberglass company with a full line
of American Made products. Our splash pads and water features
can be found in many campgrounds throughout the country.
We strive in providing our customers with the utmost quality!

Emerald FX LLC
502 Industrial Parkway, Norwalk, Ohio 44857
PH: ( 419 ) 663-3279
Email: sales@emeraldfx.com Website: www.emeraldfx.com

industrye-news.com
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RESERVATION SOFTWARE
Ready to upgrade your reservation system? If you're looking for
simplicity with flexibility, Open Campground is an affordable and
easy to use solution for your reservation system needs. Supports
use in house and reservations by the guest.
Check out the FREE demo today!

www.OpenCampground.com
Email: info@opencampground.com

With over 30 years of innovation and 5,500 properties, RMS
provides customizable, easy-to-use cloud-based reservation and
property management software for RV parks and campgrounds.
RMS provides all the necessities needed to drive bookings,
increase revenue and operational efficiency as well as
communicate with your guests to maximize business potential.

11120 Roselle St, Suite B
San Diego, CA 92121

Email: ts@rmsnorthamerica.com

RESORT MANAGEMENT
Specializing in acquisitions and sales of RV properties
Nationwide. If you have considered selling, let’s discuss how we
may be able to assist you in ways others cannot. Not ready to
sell? We offer full-service management options for far less than
you might imagine

Contact: Randy Hendrickson, 805-253-1562
Email: Randy@1Horizon.com www.1Horizon.com

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com
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RV RESORT SEARCH HOME
Enhanced Camping, a product of AGS Guest Guides, is a
first-class RV Resort and Campground search engine that not
only lists your campground but offers the ability to include a
banner photo and your guest guide! It also features thousands
of camping-related services that support RVers all across the
country.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504,
Crowley, TX 76036. 817-426-9395.
www.EnhancedCamping.com Email: guides@agspub.com

SANITATION
Phelps Honey Wagon, Inc. works to provide the best mobile
sewage handling system in the country. Making every effort to
set you up with a system that will best fit your needs. Proven
industrial equipment that makes sewage handling 'so sweet'
since 1970.

158 Whiskey Spring Rd, Dillsburg, PA 17019
800-463-3707
info@phelpshoneywagon.com www.phelpshoneywagon.com

SITE FURNISHING
Great American Direct introduces a new line of outdoor furniture
for your patio sites and pool areas. Adirondack chairs, rocking
chairs, loungers, dining tables, and dining chairs made of high
density composite plastic in your color of choice are perfect for
your outdoor spaces. High quality, commercial grade umbrellas
with or without logo in the color of your choice are also available.
For a full list of products, visit our website.

Ph: (757) 229-0567
4000 Newman Road, Williamsburg, VA 23188
Email: shop@greatamericandirect.com www.greatamericandirect.com

SITE FURNISHING
Jamestown Advanced Products manufactures a full line of RV
power outlets, grills, campfire rings, picnic tables, benches, dog
park products, trash receptacles and more! Our products can be
personalized with the use of our in-house laser.

For more information, call 1-800-452-0639.
www.JamestownAdvanced.com
Email: shallenbeck@jamestownadvanced.com

industrye-news.com
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SITE MAPS
AGS Guest Guides is the industry leader in customer satisfaction
when it comes to your site map and guest guide needs. Our topnotch, background-checked marketing representatives work with
you to determine the product you need for your guests while
creating a custom program to enrich your customers experience.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504, Crowley, TX 76036.
817-426-9395. www.AGSPub.com Email: guides@agspub.com

WEBSITE DESIGN/HOSTING
Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

TXAD Internet has been a web design and online marketing
agency that focuses on the campground industry since 1994.
We build superior sites that incorporate online marketing for all
types of industries but particularly RV Parks & Campgrounds and
specialize in web design, managed hosting, blogging services,
Google Adwords campaigns and more.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504, Crowley, TX 76036.
817-426-9395. www.TXADInternet.com Email: info@txadinternet.com

WIFI INTERNET SERVICES
TengoInternet delivers WiFi that Works for property owners.
We are the largest outdoor WiFi provider with 14+ years
of experience and over 1,500 successful installations.
TengoInternet's turnkey wireless solutions increase occupancy,
meet budget, increase guest experience and enable operations.
Guaranteed

512-469-7660
sales@tengointernet.com www.tengointernet.com
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INDUSTRY news
Campground E News has become the premier news source for owners and
managers of Campgrounds and RV Resorts throughout the United States and
Canada.
Published weekly, it reports on events almost as they happen giving readers
the most up to date information available to the industry.
Advertising rates compared to distribution make the e news a very
competitive choice for those wanting to reach out to this market.

CLICK

Subscribe today, it is
FREE, and get the latest
Campground E News hot
off the ‘press’.
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Campground E News is published by Industry E News LLC,
419 Saint Francis Ave, Smyrna TN 37167.
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