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California Redwoods RV Resort
launches new videos

MYERS FLAT, CA.- Giant
Redwoods RV and Camp
Destination invites travelers
to virtually discover and tour
their resort destination located
in the heart of the Humboldt
Redwood Forests of Northern
California. The park has
launched a marketing video
and a 360 virtual tour of the
property allowing travelers to
more easily discover a great
place to stay during their next
adventure to the region and
see exactly what site they are
booking.
"We have put a lot of time
and effort into making this
the destination for tent and
RV campers," stated Chris
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Johnston, Owner of Giant
Redwoods RV and Camp
Destination, "we invite
campers to come enjoy this
scenic and unique location.
We are right on the Eel River
and surrounded by Redwood
Trees."
The RV resort retained
CampgroundViews.com
to produce these video
productions based upon their
track record of success for
other parks and knowledge
about what campers look
for in a destination. The
marketing video is just under
2 minutes long and highlights
the park, amenities, region
and attractions. The 360 video
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virtual tour allows travelers
to physically tour the entire
property to see each site and
key amenities.
"This is what we do
best," stated Mark Koep,
Founder and CEO of
CampgroundViews.com,
"showing and sharing
incredible camping
destinations to make it easier
for people to venture out and
enjoy the outdoors."
Giant Redwoods RV and
Camp Destination is located
midway along the Avenue
of the Giants and has many
competing campground
options. These videos allow
travelers to see exactly what

the park and area looks like to
better decide if this is the right
park for them. Mr. Johnston
added, "come discover our
amazing location and add the
California Redwoods to your
list of places you have visited."
See the new videos and
experience the 360 tour by
visiting the park website:
https://giantredwoodsrv.com/
About Giant Redwoods
RV and Camp Destination:
Providing RV and tent camping
sites with various levels of
hookups and settings. Set
along the banks of the Eel
River the park is accessible for
any size RV with sites located
in the open or under the shade
of Redwood trees. A laundry
two bath houses, small camp
store, playground and amazing
location combine to make this
the perfect place to use as a
home base while exploring the
region. Call (707) 943-9999 or
visit https://giantredwoodsrv.
com/
About Campgroundviews.
com: Campgroundviews.
com invites you to look where
you're going! Find and tour
RV parks and campgrounds
across the US. 3,123 videos,
28,515 photos, 15,911 parks.
The company is a leader in the
development of 360 VR tours
and the use of the technology
to get people outside. http://
www.campgroundviews.com
Source: Press Release
industrye-news.com
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Campgrounds filling up for Sturgis
Motorcycle Rally

STURGIS, S.D.- Many people
will be pitching tents out on
lawns or lodging in hotels
during the rally.
But bikers with a big rig are
staying somewhere else.

industrye-news.com

The Big Rig RV Park in
Sturgis is about to be at full
capacity.
The campground prepared
for the Sturgis Motorcycle
Rally by installing a new water

tank, building a new office,
and putting up more signage.
The campground's owner
says sales are up from last
year and is looking forward to
welcoming all her guests.
Jill Netterberg, owner, Big
Rig RV Park, says, "Seeing
this place filled up. It's a
great location. The view is
awesome. And the people
we see come in are just
wonderful. We have so many
different nationalities and they
are just so nice. They're so
friendly."
Bruce Van Meter and
his two buddies are from
southern New Jersey.
They drove their big rig a

day and half from the garden
state to cross another item off
their bucket list: the Sturgis
Motorcycle Rally.
He says they're happier
staying in an RV rather than a
hotel.
Bruce Van Meter, guest,
Big Rig RV Park, says, "The
traveling is easier. Your
home is with you. All of our
amenities are there so we
didn't have to stop that often.
If we wanted a sandwich
we could actually get up and
walk in this thing and make a
sandwich, or get something to
drink, or make coffee.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/2MsOCJZ:
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RV/MH Hall of Fame allows you to
discover if you are a RVer
• if you think
the capitol of
the United
States is
Elkhart, Indiana
(home of the
RV industry)
• if you have
disowned
any friends or
family that do
not have full
hookup access
for your visits.
• if you
have paid to
have hookups
installed
because you
really don't

ELKHART, IN. - For any of
the 9 million Americans who
will go RVing this year one
question they will ask is what
exactly makes them an RVer?
The RV and Motorhome Hall
of Fame and Museum is now
selling the answer in the
form of the ultimate RV Joke
Book You Might Be A RVer
If... RV Joke Book by Mark
and Katarina Koep. The title
is a humorous look at the RV
lifestyle and covers topics like
shopping, packing and driving
a RV.
"The RV industry is
absolutely booming but
there are no books outside
of travel guides directed at
this audience.," stated Mark
Koep, co-author with his GPS
and wife Katarina Koep, "We
know they, RVers, read and
we know they laugh so why
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not give them
something that
accomplishes
both tasks?"
Just like the
back half of
the Walmart
parking lot this
book is made
just for RVers.
A collection of
some of the funniest RV jokes
ever put in to print readers
will now have an even better
excuse to spend more time on
the commode! For example
you might be a RVer:
• if your RV cost more than
your first house... and by the
time the Fed is done your
current house too!
• if you know to stay away
from RV shows after the last
incident of “only looking”.
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want to disown them.
• if they refused to allow
you to pour a concrete parking
lane across the grass so
you changed your mind and
disowned them anyways.
The 148 page paperback
book is available for sale in
the museum store with a
retail price of $12.99, "We
are always on the lookout for
unique items that speak to our
visitors and share the joy and

fun of RVing," added Connie
Hart, Museum Coordinator,
"this book is a perfect fit and
we invite anyone passing
through Elkhart to stop in learn
more about the Museum and
RV industry and pick up their
copy of the book."
About the RV/MH Hall of
Fame and Museum: The
RV/ MH Hall of Fame and
Museum is dedicated to
preserving the history and
honoring the pioneers and
individuals who have made
significant contributions to the
RV and Manufactured Housing
industries. The RV Founders
Hall displays
trailers, photos,
and memorabilia
reaching back
as far as 1913 to
1985 and is open
to the public. The
museum presents
chronological
and technological
advancements in the
industry from before
WW I to the present.
About You Might Be a RVer
If... RV Joke Book: Written by
RVers for RVers the humorous
title discusses issues that
impact the 9 million RVers
who visit all the amazing
places this country has to
offer. Available in paperback or
digital download from
www.BookPatch.com
Source: Press Release
industrye-news.com
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Parts of Yosemite National Park closed
'indefinitely' by raging Ferguson fire

PARTS of Yosemite
National Park will be closed
"indefinitely" due to ongoing
wildfires in and around the
scenic valley, the National Park
Service said Sunday.
The closures include
Yosemite Valley, El Portal
Road, Wawona Road, Big
Oak Flat Road, Glacier Point,
the Mariposa Grove of Giant
Sequoias, the Merced Grove
of Giant Sequoias, Wawona
Campground, Crane Flat
Campground and Tamarack
Campground.
"Fire managers are
continuously assessing
conditions in the area and
will work directly with and
will immediately advise park
managers as conditions
change and it becomes safe
to reopen," the National Park
Service said in a statement.
As of Sunday, the Ferguson
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fire had
burned
89,633
acres and
was 38
percent
contained. It
is one of 18 major fires
burning throughout
the Golden State and
its smoke has filled
the Yosemite Valley,
blocking views of El
Capitan and Half Dome
in addition to Yosemite
Falls.
“In talking to people,
no one has ever seen the
smoke this heavy,” park
spokesman Scott Gediman
told the Los Angeles Times.
On Friday, evacuations
were ordered due to "multiple
hazards" along several roads
in addition to power outages
in Yosemite Valley. Two

August 10th, 2018

firefighters have died so far
battling the blaze.
Ferguson Fire officials told
FOX26 that all the power in
Yosemite Valley was out, and
there was no way for park
employees to keep food or
filter air due to the outages.
Most of the park's signature
attractions in the valley have

been obscured by a choking
haze for days, although shifting
winds means the pollution
levels and visual clarity
changes throughout the day,
according to Pete Lahm, an
air resource specialist for the
U.S. Forest Service, which is
running the Wildland Fire Air
Quality Response Program.
Yosemite officials are referring
visitors to the program's
website to check pollution
levels.
"The whole park at this
juncture has been
hammered in smoke,"
Lahm told the
Associated press. "This
area definitely has the
highest levels (of air
pollution) in the U.S.
right now," he said,
adding that other parts
of Northern California
and southern
Oregon
were also at
unhealthy
levels due to
wildfires.
The
Environmental
Protection
Agency's "Air
Now" website
on Friday
recorded the Air Quality Index
in Yosemite at a staggering
386, or "hazardous" - higher
than the smog-choked city
of Beijing, which had an
"unhealthy" AQI of 119 at the
same time.
Full Article:
https://fxn.ws/2OVcwzC
industrye-news.com
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Outdoor recreation drives economic
health of rural America
Analysis’ (BEA) U.S. GDP
calculations. The BEA’s
report, issued in February
2018, found that the outdoor
recreation sector makes up
2 percent of U.S. GDP and
accounts for $673 billion
in annual gross domestic
output. This impact exceeds
that of key U.S. industries
such as farming and
computer manufacturing.
In addition, BEA found the
outdoor recreation economy
grew by 3.8 percent in 2016,
exceeding the 2.8 percent
growth of the overall U.S.
economy during the same
period.
WASHINGTON, D.C. The Outdoor Recreation
Roundtable (ORR) today
praised a report from Sen.
Martin Heinrich (D-NM) and
Joint Economic Committee
Democrats that emphasizes
the importance of outdoor
recreation to the economic
health of rural America.
The report, Investing in
Rural America, examines
steps that can be taken to
revitalize rural communities
across the nation. The report
concludes that making key
investments in expanding
outdoor recreation access will
lead to growth in rural jobs,
population, spending, tourism
and income levels. In addition,
expanded access to outdoor
recreation will boost sectors
such as lodging, food and
industrye-news.com

beverage, and gas and oil.
“Outdoor recreation access
is critical to reenergizing the
economy in rural communities
in the decades ahead. Our
industry already comprises
2 percent of U.S. GDP, and
commonsense outdoor
recreation policies will lead to
even greater economic and job
growth for rural America,” said
Thom Dammrich, ORR chair
and president of the National
Marine Manufacturers
Association. “We are grateful
to Senator Heinrich for being
a leader on these issues and
ensuring that investing in rural
America remains a national
priority.”
The report concludes that:
“Outdoor recreation,
whether on federal public
lands, state parks or private

recreation preserves, drives
economic activity in rural
communities. The industry
generated $374 billion in
spending in 2016, which
represents a nearly 4 percent
growth from the previous year.
This includes spending in retail
sales, accommodation and
food services, manufacturing
and other sectors. More than
4 million Americans work
in the outdoor recreation
industry. Rural areas,
especially those located
near public lands, parks and
national monuments, are
major players in this industry.”
The release of Investing
in Rural America comes just
months after the outdoor
recreation industry was
included for the first time
in the Bureau of Economic

Investments in modernizing
outdoor recreation
infrastructure, such as
improved campgrounds and
marinas, new networks of
trails and updated lodging
facilities, will facilitate
continued growth for the
industry by generating
additional visitors and
spending in rural America.
The full Investing in Rural
America report issued by the
Joint Economic Committee
Democrats can be found at
https://www.jec.senate.gov/
public/_cache/files/ed5bf0b5dd14-473f-acdc-fd86ba98a6e1/
investing-in-rural-america.pdf
Source:
https://bit.ly/2MeaD2y
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Local RV resort offering discount to
victims of California wildfires

MORE than 18 wildfires
continue to ravage California
at press time, and the staff at
Cava Robles RV Resort in Paso
Robles wants to do something
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to help the thousands
impacted by the fires.
“We’ve received reservation
cancellations from firefighter
families whose vacation plans
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have been scuttled,” said
Lisa Harold, vice president
of resort operations and
sales for the Signature Sun
RV resort, “and many calls
from travelers worried about
maneuvering California
during this frightening time.”
Harold added that her team
is also concerned about
the thousands who are
overwhelmed and fatigued
from being in fire areas. “We
want to give them a break,”
she said.
The Cava Robles team
quickly put heads together
and developed a 20-percent
discount being extended
immediately to any guests

impacted by the fires. “We
just want to let them know we
care,” she said. Harold notes
that Cava Robles is hundreds
of miles from any active fire
areas, so guests can take
comfort knowing they will be
breathing clear air.
Cava Robles Resort offers
a wide range of RV sites on
oversized slabs for rigs up to
70 feet, including full hookups
and plenty of room for slideouts, along with stand-alone
studio, one- and two-bedroom
furnished cottages.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/2Op4AVZ

industrye-news.com

INDUSTRY NEWS

How to properly electrify a RV park
or campground
https://www.
campgroundviews.
com/park-operatorsget-the-basics-ofelectrical-service-foryour-campground-orrv-park/

PETALUMA, CA. - The RV
industry is booming bringing
in massive amounts of
investment dollars into the
creation and upgrade of RV
parks and campgrounds. In
an exclusive 13 minute long
interview Wade Elliott imparts
his knowledge and guidance
to prospective and current
park operators on what
they need to consider when
installing or upgrading their
electrical infrastructure.
Electrical service is the
backbone of amenities
provided by destinations that
cater to consumers bringing
equipment that needs to be
plugged in; marinas, RV parks,
campgrounds, mobile home
communities, and recreation
destinations all included.
Electrical service is the
primary utility desired by RV
industrye-news.com

campers and one of the more
misunderstood services within
a park. Wade Elliott, President
& Founder of Utility Supply
Group, demystifies the topic
and provides insight into what
park operators should consider
including:
- The lengths of wire from
junction boxes to utility boxes
as distance can become your
enemy.
- What to look for when your
electric service is not meeting
demand
- How to plan out upgrades
to an existing park
- What to budget for electric
if building from scratch
"Electrical service, if working
right and providing proper
voltage, should be invisible to
the guest," stated Mr. Elliott,
"it is up to park operators
to ensure their system can

handle the needs of modern
campers and their larger
electrical draw equipment to
ensure a great experience."
Electrical service for RV
Parks and campgrounds is
governed by the National
Electric Code. By ensuring the
electrical service is provided
in a manner that meets this
code, park operators will
ensure satisfactory service for
guests while protecting their
investment and minimizing
liability from damage to
equipment. "The last thing
you want is a serious drop in
voltage that ruins a guest's
electrical equipment, creates
a hazard or results in a fire,"
added Mr. Elliott.
The full interview
can viewed on the
CampgroundViews.com
website by clicking here:

This interview is
a continuation of
the educationally
focused productions
released by
CampgroundViews.
com over the last
several months.
"We looked at
the industry
and recognized
that there is a
real demand for
quality and honest
information about how to run
parks better," stated Mark
Koep, Founder and CEO of
CampgroundViews.com, "as
we work more and more with
the leaders in the industry
we decided to capitalize on
this opportunity to share
some of their experience and
knowledge with others."
Previous productions
include:
- How to Grow Your
Occupancy with Foreign
Travelers
- How to Build a Wildly
Successful Family Owned RV
Park and Campground
- How to Run and Manage a
Successful RV Park
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2018 hurricane season: So far, so good

THE tropical Atlantic has at
long last showed faint signs
of life in the past few days,
breaking a nearly month-long
streak of inactivity. The good
news is this has occurred in
a way that is no threat to any
landmass, which is fortunate
as August is already a strong
contender for worst month
of the year even sans tropical
tribulations.
The top story today is
Tropical Storm Debby, which
is located over the north
central Atlantic and moving
rapidly northeast. This minimal
tropical storm will transition
to a non-tropical area of low
pressure during the day on
Thursday.
As the storm is
approximately as far away
from Florida as Seattle,
Debby’s main impact is to
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underscore the rapid
passage of time: the
previous iteration of
Tropical Storm Debby
spread flooding rainfall to
portions of North Florida
over six years ago, in
June 2012. Tempus fugit.
Other than little Debby,
the Atlantic is quiet, with
no notable disturbances
or serious threats to
monitor. The best chance
for development over the
next five to seven days is
for another short-lived name
waster in the open subtropical
Atlantic early next week,
which would not be a threat if
it develops.
Overall, the eastern Atlantic
remains punishingly dry and
dusty, while an imperturbable
axis of strong wind shear
remains over the Caribbean
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and western Atlantic. These
may weaken and allow a little
more conducive environment
for disturbances in the Main
Development Region starting
next week, but there are no
specific features of concern
even at that range.
As the Atlantic remains only
a whisper louder than silent
today, it’s a good opportunity

to update
WeatherTiger’s
outlook for the
remainder of the
hurricane season.
In our initial
forecast issued in
late May, we called
for a generally below
average amount
of Accumulated
Cyclone Energy
in 2018, driven by
cooler than average
waters in the tropical
Atlantic and an
El Niño
developing
in the fall.
I’m
happy to
report that
these key
factors have
evolved
just how
we thought
they would
over the
last two
months,
and that
our August
projections
are little
changed
from May.
Including
the 15 units
of ACE,
four tropical
storms, and two hurricanes
that have already occurred,
WeatherTiger is projecting
seasonal totals of 70-75 ACE
units, 12 tropical storms, six
hurricanes, and two major
hurricanes. This is generally
between two-thirds and
three-quarters of the average
amount of tropical cyclone
industrye-news.com
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activity since 1950.
It is true that the first two
months of the season have
been above normal, or more
active than about four out of
every five years. However,
with only 10 percent of the
season behind us in ACE
terms, that is no indication of
how the rest of the year will
proceed from here. Of the 15
most similar seasons to 2018
in terms of total June and July
activity, well over half finished
near or below normal.
Much stronger indications
of future activity are found
in the winds and waters of
the Atlantic and Pacific. One
particularly strong relationship
is with the strength of the lowlevel summer trade winds that
blow from east to west across
the tropical Atlantic: The faster
these winds, the more difficult
it is for tropical storms to
organize as they zip along with
the steering currents.
In July, the easterly trades
were much stronger than
average, and sea surface
temperatures showed a
pattern likely to keep these
industrye-news.com

unfavorable winds mostly in
place through August and
September.
Still, caution is warranted,
as within the last week the
Main Development Region
of the Atlantic has warmed
and is now less sharply cooler
than normal. Coupled with a
relatively slow evolution of
El Niño, that trend certainly
needs to be watched.
Of course, it always is
worth remembering that
even inactive seasons can
yield individual storms that
are serious threats to life
and property, and this year
may present particular risks
of storms waiting to develop
until they are closer to the
U.S. coastline. As we head
into the most active 10 weeks
of hurricane season, we’ll
certainly keep watching the
skies, and recommend that
you do so as well.
Source:
https://on.tdo.com/2M5l0pS
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August starts out with a roar
by Art Lieberman

LIKE the astrological symbol
for the month of August,
campground activity came out
roaring like a lion. This must
be great news to campground
owners, especially up
and down the east coast,
since downpour rains and
thunderstorms plagued many
of their campgrounds in July.
From statistics we could
gather from our 655 MCPS
customers, campgrounds did
not get a boost from the fact
that the 4th of July fell on a
Wednesday. We assumed,
erroneously, that because
of that fact, there might be
two 4th of July weekends;
one before and one after
the Wednesday holiday. But
our statistics for both those
Weekends were rather a
normal summer weekend all
around.
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There is, therefore, a
probability that campers are
making up for the soggy July
by doing their RVing this
month – and statistics would
bear that assumption out.
In credit card transactions
from our customers, this
July did pass the 2017 July
totals by $220,000+ in
transactions. But the 2018
June transactions shattered
the 2017 June totals, by $1.5
million. We thought, based
upon our healthy slice of the
RV Campground industry that
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we were in for an enormous
July month for the industry.
Not so. We honestly believe
that the actions of mother
nature are responsible for the
setback.
However, our records
indicate that we are on a
record pace and although
our lawns are being watered
fairly regularly by the storms
that quickly pass, all-in-all the
weather has been OK. But
looking at the nation’s weather
reports, all is not well in
certain parts of our country.

The west is suffering
from a heat wave
which is fueling violent
fires literally wiping
out tens of thousands
of acres. Some parts
of the mid-west are
still under occasional
flood warnings and the
center of our country is
experiencing tornados
seemingly every day.
The weather forecasts
are not deterring
many RVers,
however, and
the numbers for
August may set
records in sales for
the industry as a
whole, if our slice
of the pie is any
indication. We do
have campgrounds
in 43 of the 50
States. It is strange,
however, that the
rain does seem
to fall more often
on the weekends,
doesn’t it?
Now the only
thing we have
to be concerned with is
APPROACHING hurricanes.
The heck with it – LET’S GO
CAMPING!
Art Lieberman is President
of MCPS for Campgrounds
and has been in the industry
for over 18 years and has been
conducting free webinars
online and seminars on
credit cards in many State
and Regional Association
Conventions. He can be
contacted at 877-858-9010 or
at rvcreditcards@yahoo.com.)
industrye-news.com
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Tenants sue RV park alleging unsafe
conditions

FRESNO, CA - A couple
is seeking damages and
relocation costs from the
owners of Jack's Bayou Resort
in Mendota, alleging that
the RV park is not safe and
unsanitary.

industrye-news.com

Phyllis Marin and Gabriella
Marin filed the complaint on
July 20, in Fresno County
Superior Court, against Adel
Mohamed Ali, also known
as Ali Adel Mohamed, Mike
Roberts and Does 1-5.

The couple, who
resides in a rented
recreational vehicle at
the park,claimed that
the owners breached
the "covenant of quiet
enjoyment of the
premises," according
to the lawsuit. The
Marins live with their
four children, including
an infant, in the rented
RV, according to the
lawsuit.
They allege that there is
overflowing sewage and
exposed wiring at the park,
according to the lawsuit. They
also claim there is a rodent
infestation.

The Marins accuse the
defendants of "substandard,
unsafe and unsanitary
conditions," according to the
lawsuit. The couple claims
to have suffered physically,
experienced anxiety and
incurred medical expenses,
according to the lawsuit.
The plaintiffs hold the
defendants responsible for
failure "to provide habitable
premises," the lawsuit alleges.
The couple claims that utility
services were "wrongfully
terminated" and that requests
for basic repairs ignored.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/2Mwgr4l
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Reserving campsites is about to get so
much easier

IT’S Friday, and your
weather app is all blue sky
and sunshine icons. You
shout: “Let’s go car camping,
kids!” But where? You pull
up the website for a nearby
state park. The page is gray,
seemingly designed by Czech
bureaucrats. It doesn’t say
much about options for hiking,
swimming, or fishing, so you
open 17 more browser tabs,
researching like somebody
from the Adderall generation.
You finally settle on a campsite
and plug in today’s date.
That’s when your weekend
goes to hell.
The booking page tells
you that all the reservable
campsites are taken.
Grimacing, you remember
reading something about the
best campsites being grabbed
six months out. “It’s OK!” you
say as tears well up in your
offspring’s eyes. “The park

14
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holds spaces for people who
just show up! We’ll get there
early!” Unfortunately, you
and 40 million other campers
think alike. When you arrive,
the campground host says it’s
full. You drive the loop anyway,
looking for no-shows or early
departures. Three sites are
clearly vacant - but the host
has no idea if they’re available,
because she isn’t connected
to the booking system. “Try
the rough-camping area 30
miles from here,” you’re told.
“It’s free and the kids can burn
all the beer cans they find.”
As you may have noticed,
booking a campsite in the
summer of 2018 sucks. Most
of us assume it has to be
this way - we’re dealing with
government, after all. These
are the people who brought
us the DMV and the IRS. We
can’t expect Airbnb efficiency.
But here’s the thing:
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while federal and state
campgrounds all exist on
public land, their online
operations are run by private
businesses - a fact few people
would guess, given that
booking websites are linked
directly to Recreation.gov or
state-park pages and have
official-sounding names like
ReserveAmerica. For more
than 20 years, a small number
of companies have held
long-term contracts that grant
them exclusive control over
reservations at publicly owned
campsites. As one would
expect from governmentsanctioned monopolies - think
Amtrak - they’ve done a
terrible job. Their websites
make you feel like you’re stuck
in 1995 because they haven’t
progressed much since then.
Fortunately, help is on the
way - for federal campsites,
anyway. In October, a new

contractor, Booz Allen
Hamilton, a managementconsulting giant based in
northern Virginia, will take
over operations from Aspira,
the parent company of
ReserveAmerica, getting
the keys to some 100,000
campsites managed by the
Forest Service, the Bureau
of Land Management, and
the National Park Service.
Unlike its predecessor, Booz
Allen must adhere to two
important requirements.
First, it has to provide realtime updates on campsite
availability through something
known as an application
programming interface, or
API. This is tech lingo for
the same kind of software
that powers Google Transit,
Hotels.com, and Kayak, which
have made it delightfully
easy to do everything from
plan your commute to make
a restaurant reservation.
Second, the company has
to make good-faith efforts
to negotiate business
relationships with third
parties that create campsitereservation applications. This
latter obligation incentivizes
a wave of tech businesses
to transform the booking
experience.
Which is a big deal. Imagine
an app that would notify
you of openings at nearby
campgrounds with access
to, say, great singletrack or a
killer surf break - and then let
you book it on the spot. This
won’t happen overnight, but
the efficiencies of modern
e-commerce are at last
industrye-news.com
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coming to camping.
Hooray, you say. Except,
wait - state-park campsites
aren’t included in this
revolution. Sadly, all 241,255
of them remain locked into
the old monopoly-hobbled
systems. To change that, we’re
going to have to get loud.
You see, the federal switch
didn’t just happen: it was the
result of a major grassroots
lobbying effort. Back in 2013,
Aspira was sharing booking
info with other websites,
including Hipcamp, a startup
founded by Alyssa Ravasio,
who had a vision for a simple

industrye-news.com

system that would let you
reserve campsites anywhere
in the country. But according
to Ravasio, just as the new
players were gaining traction,
Aspira’s contract came up for
bid, and it shut off the data
pipe. Aspira did not respond
to Outside’s questions about
this chain of events, but
Aspira was presumably trying
protect its business, which
was earning around $100
million annually for the federal
treasury while generating an
estimated tens of millions in
commissions for the private
company.

In response, Ravasio
worked with other activists
to create Access Land, a
nonprofit that lobbied the
government to open up realtime campground-availability
data. The group grew into a
coalition of 50 organizations,
including Code for America,
REI, and the Sierra Club. With
“open data for open lands” as
their rallying cry, the members
argued, among other things,
that empowering a range of
booking systems would lead
to a more inclusive outdoor
community, diversifying the
predominant older white
demographic. Eventually, their
persistence, coupled with
behind-the-scenes work by
government administrators,
paid off. In July 2015, the
feds announced that new
campground contractors
would be required to share
availability data as well as
engage with third parties like
Hipcamp.
Tackling the states will
require an even bigger effort.
Currently, 32 of them contract
with Aspira, while 18 have

deals with other vendors.
Aspira’s CEO, Mark Trivette,
told me that the company
shares campsite data with
other vendors on a case-bycase basis, but I couldn’t find
a single example. To make
progress, we need to demand
that states place the same
open-data requirements
on campsite-reservations
contractors that the federal
government does—and
keep pushing until we see
results. California’s statepark administrators said that
they would insist on open
data after signing a new
contractor last year. But so far
it hasn’t happened. According
to Ravasio, that’s because
nobody besides her has called
to complain. When I phoned
Colorado state-park officials
a few months after they
switched to Aspira’s platform,
they also said that they hadn’t
received any requests for
open data.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/2nmP7KF
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Wildfires seem unstoppable, but they
can be prevented
Editor’s Note: This column was written by Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and
appeared in U.S. Today.

THE flames of the Ferguson
Fire in California have become
the latest symbols of a
seemingly perennial challenge
of fighting fires in the West.
I just returned from the
Ferguson Fire camp, where I
met with firefighters who are
working to combat the fire
as it bears down on Yosemite
National Park and its visitors,
workers and nearby residents.
President Donald Trump
has taken decisive action,
issuing an emergency disaster
declaration for California as
dozens of wildfires rip through
the forests and communities
that populate the area.
There are currently about
100 wildfires burning across
the west, forcing tens of
thousands of people to
evacuate. Many have lost
all but the clothes on their
backs. We are just now hitting
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the peak of a traditional fire
season and already this year
we have seen about5 million
acres of land and thousands
of structures destroyed. We’ve
lost friends and neighbors,
including firefighters who
dropped everything to respond
to the call to duty. Their
service and sacrifice will never
be forgotten.
The fires are burning hotter
and more intense, due in part
to hot and dry weather and in
part to the fuels that overload
our forests. These fuels fill
forests from the floor, where
highly-combustible, dry pine
needles act as kindling to
jump-start the tiniest spot fire,
all the way up to the crown
where beetle-killed trees dot
the mountains like matches.
In between the floor and the
crown, there are years’ worth
of dead logs, overgrown

August 10th, 2018

shrubs
and snags,
which many
firefighters
call "widow
makers"
because they
are so deadly.
The buildup
of fuels is
the condition
we can and
must reverse
through
active forest
management
like
prescribed
burns,
mechanical
thinning and timber harvests.
Why we need to manage our
forests
There are three reasons for
active forest management:
First, it is better for the
environment to manage the
forests. Wildfires produce
smoke and emissions.
The release of gases and
particles can negatively
affect air quality. Fires also
damage watersheds, and
as we see fires burning
hotter and longer, the soil is
actually becoming scorched
and sterilized, preventing
regrowth. In addition, while
many of the frivolous lawsuits
waged to stop timber harvests
cite habitat as a concern,
environmental litigants are
little concerned when an
entire forest burns to the
ground and the habitat and

wildlife are lost.
Second, active forest
management is good for the
economy. Logs come out of
the forest in one of two ways:
They are either harvested
sustainably to improve the
health and resilience of the
forest (while creating jobs), or
they are burned to the ground.
Jobs matter, and logging has
long been a cornerstone of
rural economies. Fortunately
for all, these economic
benefits go hand-in-hand with
our goal of healthy forests.
Third, and most important,
the active management of our
forests will save lives. The Carr
Fire in northern California has
already claimed half a dozen
lives, and the Ferguson Fire
has taken the lives of two
firefighters. Sadly, these are
not the only wildfire casualties
this year.
Every year we watch our
forests burn, and every year
there is a call for action. Yet,
when action comes, and we
try to thin forests of dead
and dying timber, or we try
to sustainably harvest timber
from dense and fire-prone
areas, we are attacked with
frivolous litigation from
radical environmentalists who
would rather see forests and
communities burn than see a
logger in the woods.
Full Article:
https://usat.ly/2M099tj
industrye-news.com
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South Dakota parks see 2% camper
decrease due to weather
LEFT:
People hang out
on the beach
at Snake Creek
Recreation Area
along the Missouri
River near Platte
on Saturday

out-of-state camp-goers and
fishermen.
According to Ceroll, 75
percent of camp-goers are
in-state, while 25 percent are
out-of-state.

A sporadic weather-filled
summer has South Dakota
state park campsites on pace
to end a decade-long upward
trend in the number of campgoers.
Since the beginning of the
calendar year, state parks
have seen 210,314 nights of
camping, down 2 percent
from last year's report of
213,860, according to Bob
Schneider, assistant director
of the Division of Parks and
Recreation with the South
Dakota Game, Fish & Parks.
"Weather is the biggest
factor in camping numbers,
and we had a couple blizzards
in April, which is typically
when things start up at the
recreation area campsites,"
Schneider said. "The Platte and
southeast part of the state
having the huge rain spells
this year has had an impact on
park use as well."
For Schneider and park
officials, the slight year-to-date
decrease is not sounding an
alarm bell, given the late April
snow showers and heavy
industrye-news.com

rains in the southeast part of
the state, paired with having
four months left before the
calendar year report."The 2
percent decrease is actually
pretty good considering the
long winter and heavy rains
we have experienced this
year," said Schneider, who
has been with the state parks
system for 32 years. "We're
not far off from last year's
average."
Last year, the total number
of nights camping reached
342,000 at the end of the
calendar year, making it the
10th year of increase.
With 13 state parks, 43
recreation areas, five nature
areas and 69 lakeside use
areas, it's safe to say the
state parks have a lot of
responsibility in managing the
state's beauty.
"Since we have been
continually increasing in
camping until this year,
there is a demand to try
and add certain things while
maintaining what we already
have in our campsites," said

Katie Ceroll,
South Dakota
State Parks
director.
Tucked along
the Missouri
River 15 miles
west of Platte
lies Snake Creek
Recreation Area,
one of 21 campsites along
the nation's longest river
that attracts in-state and

"Every one of our parks are
unique, but the southeast part
of the state has a lot of water
based recreation areas, which
attracts more fishermen and
families looking to camp," said
Ceroll, who has been the state
parks director for a little over
two years.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/2M8wPvF
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Recreation offices in eight states sign
Confluence Accord
Carolina,
Oregon and
Washington
are all
signatories.
“The
Confluence
Accords
are the
foundation to
strengthening
the outdoor
recreation
industry’s
impact on

AT a historic event in Denver,
Colo., on July 25, eight
states ratified the Confluence
Accords to create a
partnership around the shared
values and practices within
the multi-billion dollar outdoor
recreation industry. Outdoor
Recreation Industry Office
delegates from participating
states met in early July in
Asheville, N.C., to finalize the
principles and language for the
Accords.
According to a press release,
SylvanSport founder/CEO Tom
Dempsey and numerous other
North Carolina representatives
were instrumental in steering
the process that lead to the
final Confluence Accords.
The Confluence Accords rest
on four principles: economic
development, conservation
and stewardship, education
and workforce training, and
public health and wellness
This bipartisan alliance
industrye-news.com

provides a way for the states
to share knowledge and
best practices within the
outdoor industry to support
sustainable, long-term
economic growth.
The Accords are the result of
seven months of collaboration
by the states that have a
formal office promoting the
outdoor recreation industry.
Representatives from
Wyoming, Utah, Colorado,
Montana, Vermont, North

industry has worked across
state and party lines to create
an agreement on how to move
forward with a single voice
based on the four principles.
This is a first for any industry
of this size, the release stated.
“It’s been a fantastic and
humbling experience to work
with the leaders from the
eight states in developing the
final Confluence Accords,” said
Dempsey. “The dedication
and hard work by everyone
involved has created a
framework for other
states to follow and
increased awareness
of the true size of the
outdoor recreation
industry.”
Four more states
- Kansas, Michigan,
Arkansas and Maryland
- plan on signing the
accord when the state
office delegates meet
again for the Confluence
Summit in January.
Source: Press Release

the economy, at the local,
state and national level,” says
Dempsey.
“Manufacturing, education,
tourism and retail all create a
diverse economic ecosystem
that promotes the well-being
of the people in that area, as
well as the lands that they
use.”
What makes the Confluence
Accords so important is
how the outdoor recreation
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THE DEDICATION
AND HARD WORK
BY EVERYONE
INVOLVED HAS
CREATED A
FRAMEWORK FOR
OTHER STATES
TO FOLLOW
AND INCREASED
AWARENESS OF
THE TRUE SIZE OF
THE OUTDOOR
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ACCOUNTING
CPA firm that specializes in working with Campground and RV
Park owners throughout the USA. Our industry knowledge
is focused on taking the headaches out of bookkeeping and
accounting and helping you grow your campground's value.

Contact: Donna Bordeaux or Chad Bordeaux
Phone: 704-752-9845
Email: info@campgroundaccounting.com www.campgroundaccounting.com

AQUISITIONS
Specializing in acquisitions and sales of RV properties
Nationwide. If you have considered selling, let’s discuss how we
may be able to assist you in ways others cannot. Not ready to
sell? We offer full-service management options for far less than
you might imagine

Contact: Randy Hendrickson, 805-253-1562
Email: Randy@1Horizon.com www.1Horizon.com
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AQUISITIONS
SPECIALIZING IN RV PARKS AND CAMPGROUNDS.
We offer professional Park Brokerage Services to those seeking to
sell or purchase RV Parks, Resorts, Mobile Home Parks, Marinas,
and Campgrounds in Texas and Oklahoma. We offer a lot more than
typical Realtors or unlicensed Business Brokers, plus we have over
30 years experience just in this specialized Property.

www.rvparksforsale.com
Phone: 830-896-5050 Fax: 866-300-0146
info@rvparksforsale.com 612 Sidney Baker St. Kerrville, Texas 78028

ADVERTISING SERVICES
Texas Advertising is the publisher of several state campground
guides as well as an approved ad agent for national publications
like the Good Sam Directory. Not to mention, Texas Advertising
owns AGS Guest Guides which publishes hundreds of
campground guides every year and works with tens of thousands
of campground-related businesses.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504,
Crowley, TX 76036. 877-518-1989
www.TexasAdvertising.net Email: info@texasadvertising.net

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

BATH HOUSE UNITS
Bath House and Commercial Modular Buildings to
meet any Building Code.
Building Pro the Out House Masters has been custom building
modular buildings since 1979. We design and build to meet
your exact needs. We provide Showers, Toilets , Meeting rooms,
Laundries, Classrooms, Locker rooms, Offices, Daycare's, Churches,
Clinics.

Building Pro: 713-880-2801
www.buildingpro.com
bill@buildingpro.com
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CABINS/PARKS MODELS
Pinnacle Park Homes has served the campground industry for over
15 years. With our focus solely on park models and camping cabins,
Pinnacle Park Homes has become a leader in the industry. We
deliver to 48 states and our homes arrive complete – they are not a
kit. We offer a rental line exclusively to campground owners that are
designed to bring a return on investment in a short period of time.

Call us today or visit the web. 866-574-5159
26488 GA Hwy 3 Ochlocknee, GA 31773
Email: info@pinnacleparkhomes.com www.pinnacleparkhomes.com

Great American Direct leads the industry in providing hospitality
solutions at factory direct pricing. Our line features mattresses,
mattress protection, bed frames, futons. Our NEW line provides
outdoor furniture and umbrellas for your patio sites and pool
areas. For a full list of products, visit our website.

Ph: (757) 229-0567
4000 Newman Road, Williamsburg, VA 23188
Email: shop@greatamericandirect.com www.greatamericandirect.com

CONSULTANTS

Visit our website to request
a one hour complimentary
consultation

Ph: 800 897 8836

With more than 100 years of combined outdoor hospitality experience, the Gorin + Cohen
Consulting Group provides expert experience in all aspects of RV Park and Campground
design, development, investment, operations and marketing.
The Gorin + Cohen team exclusively works with investors, developers, campground owners
and park buyers, providing experience based consulting services at affordable fees.

www.gorincohenconsulting.com
David: dgorin@gorincohenconsulting.com
Jayne: jcohen@gorincohenconsulting.com

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES
Use our knowledge for the best electrical fixes and
upgrades. YES is a nationwide distributor of electric pedestals,
surface boxes, electric meters, conversion kits, water meters,
lighting, power distribution equipment and accessories from
Millbank, Midwest, Eaton, General Electric and more.

Owner: Maggie Linnell
Lake Orion, Michigan
Toll free number: 855.644.2400
www.YourElectricalSolutions.net

industrye-news.com
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EQUIPMENT FINANCE
Full Circle Finance has been financing the campground industry
for nearly 20 years. We finance park models, bath houses, yurts,
laundry equipment, honey wagons, hardware,/software, pool
equipment, jumping pads, playground equipment, picnic tables,
fire rings and just about anything else you can think of for the
hospitality industry. If it's equipment used for your business,
chances are we will finance it!

Call Kevin Van Wagner today at 1-888-223-2600 or
visit us online www.fullcirclellc.us Kevin@Fullcirclellc.us APPLY NOW

MERCHANDISE AND SUPPLIES
SMORSTIX - The perfect Marshmallow Roasting Stix. The original
since 1999. Packaged bulk or with pre-loaded clip-strips or
floor display. Made of 100% untreated white birch without any
additives, dirt or grime. SMORSTIX are a generous 30" length to
keep everybody at a safe distance from the fire. Trees & forests are
left undisturbed which is a good lesson when teaching the kids to
leave our forests the way we found them.

Ph: 877 766 7784
smorsales@smorstix.com www.smorstix.com

MOBILE APPS
CREATE AN EXPERIENCE APP FOR YOUR CAMPGROUND, IN
MINUTES! Features include a real-time alert system, activities
calendar with reminders, mobile initiated delivery services, turnby-turn directions to nearby things to see and do and MORE.
No setup fees, 30 day Free trial. Subscriptions start at $30/month.
Join the network.

Phone: 888-231-CAMP (2267)
Email: info@campersapp.com

www.campersapp.com

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com
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PRINTING SERVICES
AGS is the industry leader in printing and promotional products.
From site maps to brochures to fun, unique items like dry-erase
maps for check-ins, floor mats, wine glasses and more! AGS
prints high-quality and customized products to promote your
business.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504,
Crowley, TX 76036. 817-426-9395.
www.AGSPub.com Email: guides@agspub.com

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

RECREATION EQUIPMENT
The Jump Pad has taken the market by storm and is the ideal kid
magnet for campgrounds and RV resorts. Available in a variety of
sizes, the Jump Pad is a series of inflatable "pillows" along a flat
play jump area. No installation is required. Insurance companies
have endorsed it. Can be folded and stored over winter!

Phone Randy on 704 902 1786
thejumppad@gmail.com www.thejumppad.com

Emerald FX is a design build fiberglass company with a full line
of American Made products. Our splash pads and water features
can be found in many campgrounds throughout the country.
We strive in providing our customers with the utmost quality!

Emerald FX LLC
502 Industrial Parkway, Norwalk, Ohio 44857
PH: ( 419 ) 663-3279
Email: sales@emeraldfx.com Website: www.emeraldfx.com
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RESERVATION SOFTWARE
Ready to upgrade your reservation system? If you're looking for
simplicity with flexibility, Open Campground is an affordable and
easy to use solution for your reservation system needs. Supports
use in house and reservations by the guest.
Check out the FREE demo today!

www.OpenCampground.com
Email: info@opencampground.com

With over 30 years of innovation and 5,500 properties, RMS
provides customizable, easy-to-use cloud-based reservation and
property management software for RV parks and campgrounds.
RMS provides all the necessities needed to drive bookings,
increase revenue and operational efficiency as well as
communicate with your guests to maximize business potential.

11120 Roselle St, Suite B
San Diego, CA 92121

Email: ts@rmsnorthamerica.com

RESORT MANAGEMENT
Specializing in acquisitions and sales of RV properties
Nationwide. If you have considered selling, let’s discuss how we
may be able to assist you in ways others cannot. Not ready to
sell? We offer full-service management options for far less than
you might imagine

Contact: Randy Hendrickson, 805-253-1562
Email: Randy@1Horizon.com www.1Horizon.com

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com
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RV RESORT SEARCH HOME
Enhanced Camping, a product of AGS Guest Guides, is a
first-class RV Resort and Campground search engine that not
only lists your campground but offers the ability to include a
banner photo and your guest guide! It also features thousands
of camping-related services that support RVers all across the
country.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504,
Crowley, TX 76036. 817-426-9395.
www.EnhancedCamping.com Email: guides@agspub.com

SANITATION
Phelps Honey Wagon, Inc. works to provide the best mobile
sewage handling system in the country. Making every effort to
set you up with a system that will best fit your needs. Proven
industrial equipment that makes sewage handling 'so sweet'
since 1970.

158 Whiskey Spring Rd, Dillsburg, PA 17019
800-463-3707
info@phelpshoneywagon.com www.phelpshoneywagon.com

SITE FURNISHING
Great American Direct introduces a new line of outdoor furniture
for your patio sites and pool areas. Adirondack chairs, rocking
chairs, loungers, dining tables, and dining chairs made of high
density composite plastic in your color of choice are perfect for
your outdoor spaces. High quality, commercial grade umbrellas
with or without logo in the color of your choice are also available.
For a full list of products, visit our website.

Ph: (757) 229-0567
4000 Newman Road, Williamsburg, VA 23188
Email: shop@greatamericandirect.com www.greatamericandirect.com

SITE FURNISHING
Jamestown Advanced Products manufactures a full line of RV
power outlets, grills, campfire rings, picnic tables, benches, dog
park products, trash receptacles and more! Our products can be
personalized with the use of our in-house laser.

For more information, call 1-800-452-0639.
www.JamestownAdvanced.com
Email: shallenbeck@jamestownadvanced.com
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SITE MAPS
AGS Guest Guides is the industry leader in customer satisfaction
when it comes to your site map and guest guide needs. Our topnotch, background-checked marketing representatives work with
you to determine the product you need for your guests while
creating a custom program to enrich your customers experience.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504, Crowley, TX 76036.
817-426-9395. www.AGSPub.com Email: guides@agspub.com

WEBSITE DESIGN/HOSTING
Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
7676-B Peters Rd, Plantation, FL 33324
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

TXAD Internet has been a web design and online marketing
agency that focuses on the campground industry since 1994.
We build superior sites that incorporate online marketing for all
types of industries but particularly RV Parks & Campgrounds and
specialize in web design, managed hosting, blogging services,
Google Adwords campaigns and more.

910 S. Crowley Rd, Ste. 9-504, Crowley, TX 76036.
817-426-9395. www.TXADInternet.com Email: info@txadinternet.com

WIFI INTERNET SERVICES
TengoInternet delivers WiFi that Works for property owners.
We are the largest outdoor WiFi provider with 14+ years
of experience and over 1,500 successful installations.
TengoInternet's turnkey wireless solutions increase occupancy,
meet budget, increase guest experience and enable operations.
Guaranteed

512-469-7660
sales@tengointernet.com www.tengointernet.com
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INDUSTRY news
Campground E News has become the premier news source for owners and
managers of Campgrounds and RV Resorts throughout the United States and
Canada.
Published weekly, it reports on events almost as they happen giving readers
the most up to date information available to the industry.
Advertising rates compared to distribution make the e news a very
competitive choice for those wanting to reach out to this market.

CLICK

Subscribe today, it is
FREE, and get the latest
Campground E News hot
off the ‘press’.
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VENDOR LISTINGS: $220 48 weeks
VIDEO EMBED: $30 per video

ARTWORK RATES
Advertising rates are based on artwork being
supplied to our specification in either high res jpg
or pdf format.

TERM DISCOUNTS
12 WEEKS: 7.5%
48 WEEKS: 15%

24 WEEKS: 10%

DEADLINES

Display ads: Book by 10am Monday prior to publication
Supply artwork: Monday 12 noon prior to publication. jpg or pdf to our
specifications with no crop marks or bleed.

TERMS

New clients invoiced on booking. Existing clients 14 days.

WHO TO CONTACT
Press releases: e: jamie@industrye-news.com | Ad bookings: Jamie Macready 317 408 6849
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