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Advance bookings are up 20 percent
for TACO’s upcoming annual Meeting
and Tradeshow
CROWLEY, Texas —
Attendance at the Texas
Association of Campground
Owners’ annual Meeting and
Tradeshow Sept. 14-15 should
be up about 20 percent above
pre-pandemic levels, based on
advanced registrations.
“It seems as though there
is an incredible amount of
pent-up energy that really
mirrors what’s happening
in our industry overall,” said
Brian Schaeffer, executive
director and CEO of the Texas
Association of Campground
Owners (TACO).
TACO made two different
attempts to host its annual
meeting and tradeshow last
year and one earlier this
year, all had to be cancelled
/ postponed because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Finally,
the Sept. 14-15 Meeting and
Tradeshow will take place at
the Lone Star Convention &
Expo Center in Conroe.
The program will kick off
with a legislative update
from Ron Hinkle, TACO’s
longtime legislative consultant
and lobbyist, whose updates
will include information
about the extent to which
government entities are trying
to reduce RV park industry
growth in Texas.
“We’ll have half a dozen
classes or roundtable
discussions that cover
everything from how to
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deal with rowdy campers
to the latest developments
in reservation software
technology to how park
operators can deal with being
full all of the time to keep
things running smoothly. We
will also have a roundtable
with park model and glamping
folks who will talk about the
types of accommodations
that are available as well as
the questions park operators
need to consider to decide if
the accommodations business
is right for them. Other guest
speakers will cover disaster
preparedness and ways to
ensure compliance with the
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Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA),” Schaeffer said.
TACO’s exceptionally high
attendance figures should be
good news for its tradeshow
vendors. Schaeffer said the
tradeshow is sold out and
includes nine new vendors
this year. New vendors
include Hytropy, a disaster
preparedness consulting
firm; JLM Construction &
Development; JTACR Real
Estate Group; Global Satellite
Solutions; Wild Things T-Shirts;
Spot2Nite, a booking app;
Pandion Alliance, a group
purchasing organization; Plains
Craft Covered Wagons; and

Plaster of Paradise,
which makes a variety of
decorative products.
Entertainment for the
two-day show will include
TACO’s famous auction,
which raises money for the
association’s government
affairs program. Plus,
attendees will enjoy three-time
Grammy winner Linda Davis
and her singer songwriter
husband, Lang Scott and the
famous comedian Bill Whyte.
While attendees can r
egister at the door, those
interested are encouraged to
pre-register and get complete
details through the Education /
Show page on
https://tacomembers.com.
Based in Crowley, the Texas
Association of Campground
Owners is the trade
association that represents
over 400 campground and
RV park operators throughout
Texas. In addition to providing
legal and government affairs
support, TACO markets
campgrounds through its
printed campground directory,
the RV Travel & Camping
Guide to Texas, and through its
mobile friendly travel planning
websites at
www.texascampgrounds.com
and
www.texascabinrentals.net,
which also provide digital
versions of the guide.
Source: Press Release
industrye-news.com
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PA campgrounds affected by flooding
WHAT a few weeks it has
been. Hurricane Ida was the
third tropical system to hit
Pennsylvania in the last two
weeks. We are fortunate in
Pennsylvania to have not
taken the storms like many
other communities and
states on the Gulf Coast,
but the aftermaths have had
their effects. Flooding, road
closures and lack of power
certainly have been felt at
PA campgrounds in the last
several weeks, disrupting the
dog days of summer.
Many of our campgrounds
have been saturated
and campgrounds and
communities watched as
rivers and small creeks rose
out of their banks. Executive
Director Jason Vaughan of the
Pennsylvania Campground
Owners Association is
impressed by the hard
work and dedication of its
membership. Campground
owners and staff have been
working around the clock to
get their parks up and running
and open so that families can
enjoy the holiday weekend.
Unfortunately, some
campgrounds are not able to
have their parks or every part
of the parks open, but they
are hard at work to make sure
that families enjoy the last
summer holiday as well as the
beautiful fall camping that is
right around the corner.
Campgrounds reporting
to the association that they
were affected were Blue
Rocks Family Campground
in Lenhartsville, Buttonwood
Campground in Mifflintown, Ye
Olde Mill Campground in Burnt
Cabins, Knoebel’s Amusement
Resort and Campground in
industrye-news.com

Flooding at Buttonwood Campground in Mifflintown, PA

Elysburg, Hersheypark
Camping Resort in Hershey,
Jonestown/Hershey NE
KOA in Jonestown, Twin
Bridge Campground in
Chambersburg, and Lizard
Creek Campground in
Lehighton. Most of these
campgrounds are right on the
water, but many others were
affected as well.
The association is thankful
for the dedication of first
responders, road departments
& utility companies getting
communities up and going
again. Our thoughts and
prayers are with all the
communities devastated
by the storms throughout
the country.
Source: Press Release
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KOA Campground Buyer’s Workshop
planned for October
contact Deedee Flanagan at
800-548-7239 or
dflanagan@koa.net. To learn
more about owning a KOA,
https://www.ownaKOA.com.
ABOUT KAMPGROUNDS
OF AMERICA

LEARN the ins and outs
of purchasing and operating
a successful campground
by attending the latest
Kampgrounds of America
(KOA, Inc.) Buyer’s Workshop.
This informative two-day
event for prospective
campground owners will be
held at the Nashville KOA
Resort in Tennessee.
With the campground
industry booming, the KOA
Buyer’s Workshop will provide
new or potential campground
owners with the guidance
and information they’ll need
to make informed decisions
as they consider campground
ownership.“We have seen
a dramatic increase in
interest in both camping and
campground ownership,”
said KOA Senior Director of
Franchise Development Larry
Brownfield. “Last year we saw
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over 10.1 million households
try camping for the very first
time across North America
and that momentum is
continuing. While camping has
always been a great industry,
there’s no better time than
now to own a campground.”
Over the course of this
two-day workshop, attendees
will learn about key topics
important when considering
the purchase or development
of a campground. Discussion
will include details of
campground ownership,
campground management,
insurance and finance from
KOA experts.
The workshop will also
include in-depth information
on the purchase process,
presented by KOA’s lending
partner, Independence Bank,
and valuable insurance
considerations from industry
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expert Leavitt Recreation &
Hospitality Insurance.
“Our goal is that you’ll leave
with all of the information
and tools to make the right
decisions as you consider
campground ownership,”
Brownfield said, “With
nearly 60 years of industry
experience KOA has the
track record to help potential
owners achieve real success.”
The cost of the KOA Buyer’s
Workshop is $250 per
person or $300 per couple
and includes all materials as
well as one breakfast and
two lunches.
The KOA Fall Buyer’s
Workshop is slated for
October 23 & 24 at the
Nashville KOA Resort in
Nashville, Tennessee.
To sign up for KOA
Buyer’s Workshop visit:
https://bit.ly/3ley0sb or

Kampgrounds of America,
Inc. (KOA) is the world’s
largest system of open-tothe-public campgrounds with
525 locations across the U.S.
and Canada united under the
mission of “connecting people
to the outdoors and each
other.” The industry leader
in outdoor hospitality, KOA’s
family of campground brands
– KOA Journey, KOA Holiday
and KOA Resort – offer sites
and amenities designed
for every type of camping
experience. In addition to
unrivaled brand visibility,
KOA offers campground
owners unparalleled support,
marketing, and technology.
The company’s proprietary
reservation software, K2,
deliver’s campgrounds a
completive advantage within
the market. Founded in 1962
in Billings, Mont., KOA now
serves more than a million
camping families each year,
who rely on the standards of
excellence and unique outdoor
adventures KOA is known for.
For more information, visit
https://www.KOA.com.
Source: Press Release
industrye-news.com
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Visiting workers bolster
campground numbers
CONFLUENCE TOWER,
Hartford, IL — Hartford’s
home away from home
had a successful first
season this summer.
“Steady and good,” said
5 Diamond Campgrounds
general manager Susie
Sweetman.
Located in the shadow
of the Lewis and Clark
Confluence Tower, 5 Diamonds
welcomed nearly 450 campers
this season. Sweetman said
the campers were primarily
people who have temporarily
relocated for work.
“We house a lot of people
who are coming into the area
and working,” Sweetman

industrye-news.com

many tourist destinations for
those who want to see the
Riverbend area’s sights.
A walk through the
campground over the Labor
Day weekend showed that
campers seemed to make
themselves right at home with
grills, children’s toys, satellite
dishes, American flags and the
other trappings of home.

said. “It’s centrally located for
St. Louis area workers and
refinery workers.”
So far people from 39 states
have stayed at 5 Diamonds
since it opened in October.

Its 49 camping spots include
water, sewer, electricity and
wifi service, with prices
starting at $30 per night.
The facility has no pool or
showers, but it is close to

Sweetman said they’d like to
add more camping sites to 5
Diamonds in the future.
“There’s a real need for
this,” she said
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/3zZUgfz
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New York campgrounds offer base
camps to enjoy fall festivals and
fall foliage tours
AUTUMN is gradually
making its way across New
York, with cooler temperatures
and fall colors gradually
making their way across
the state.
“The colors typically peak
first in the higher elevations
of the Adirondacks and then
gradually sweep across the
state,” said Don Bennett,
Jr., president and CEO of
Campground Owners of
New York, which hosts
www.CampNewYork.com,
the travel planning website.
Many New York residents
use campgrounds as base
camps not only for fall foliage
excursions, but to enjoy the
variety of festivals taking place
across the state.
Angela Medici of WhipO-Will Campsites in Purling
(https://whip-o-will.com/)
said her guests will enjoy
the Oktoberfest celebration
slated for Saturday, Sept.
11 at Nussy’s Bier Garten at
Reidlbauer’s Resort in the
neighboring town of Round
Top. The event features
music, food and beer. Then
there’s the Catskill Mount
Thunder Motorcycle Festival
(https://bit.ly/3tvreSH), slated
for Sept. 15-19. The festival
features food, music and
entertainment, ranging from
pub crawls to stunt shows
with MX professionals and an
antique bike museum.
Fall foliage enthusiasts will
enjoy a front row display with
Mother Nature’s explosion
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Bristol Woodlands Campground in Bristol

Whip-O-Will Campsites in Round Top
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of fall colors from midSeptember through midOctober at Bristol Woodlands
Campground in Canandaigua
(https://bit.ly/3hiKTQM), which
is located in the Bristol Hills.
The campground is also a
convenient base campground
for visits to Bristol Mountain
Aerial Adventures
(https://bit.ly/3E3xh5H),
which offers everything from
tight rope walks to rope
ladders, bridges and ziplines.
Festival enthusiasts could
also use Bristol Woodlands
Campground at a base camp
for experiencing the Naples
Grape Festival in Naples
(https://naplesgrapefest.org/),
which offers opportunities to
meet artisans, wine makers
and to enjoy live music as well
as regional food specialties.
Wine enthusiasts might
also want to consider a trip to
Camp Chautauqua in Stowe
(https://bit.ly/3yZWzxC),
which they could use as a
base camp while enjoying the
weekend Great Grape Walks
at Johnson Estate Winery Vineyards in Westfield
(https://bit.ly/3nh42q7),
which take place in September
and October. Lake Chautauqua
is also a great place for
fall fishing.
Then there’s Lake George
RV Park in Lake George
(https://bit.ly/2XaK6u8),
which expects fall colors to
come quickly. “Based on
summer weather, we expect
changes to begin in mid to
industrye-news.com
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late September and reach
peak around Columbus Day
weekend, Oct. 8th, 9th and
10th, at our location,” said
David J. King, the park’s
president and CEO, adding
that peak colors typically last
for about 10 days.
For those looking to take
scenic fall drives, U.S. Route
20 runs east/west through
the heart of New York State,
crossing along the tips of
several Finger Lakes and
offering beautiful rolling hills
and sweeping vistas.
A couple of websites,
https://www.nyroute20.com/
and https://on.ny.gov/3tBhZAf,
cover sights to see in the
Central New York section.
Popular base camps
along the way include

industrye-news.com

Lake George RV Park in Lake George

Lebanon Reservoir
Campground in Hamilton
(https://bit.ly/3zZtqUX),
about 15 minutes off
Route 20, and Cider House
Campground in Bouckville
(https://bit.ly/3hklI03),

which is located right on
Route 20 in the heart of
the Madison Bouckville
Antiques Community
(https://bit.ly/2XaPAFs.
https://bit.ly/3hj8PDo).
Fall foliage seekers should

also visit I Love NY’s weekly
leaf peepers report and check
out their list of things to do in
fall at https://bit.ly/3jVY4J9.
Pre-Halloween events
include Clayton’s Punkin
Chunkin Festival
(https://bit.ly/3hfk2F1) Oct.16
in Clayton. Campgrounds that
could serve as base camps
for this event include Swan
Bay Resort in Alexandria Bay
(https://bit.ly/3E1BiYd).
Families looking for
spooky destinations across
New York should check out
the Haunted History Trail
(https://bit.ly/3hjMshk)
and crosscheck the
haunts of interest with
neighboring campgrounds on
www.CampNewYork.com.
Source: Press Release
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Soaring COVID-19 cases aren’t
dampening banner year for
Maine campgrounds

Catherine Plourde and Scott
Warren, owners of Megunticook
Campground by the Sea in
Rockport, are shown here in May
2020.

“NO VACANCY” signs
appeared at many Maine
campgrounds before the
Labor Day weekend as a
record number of reservations
are expected to spill into the
fall despite sharply rising
COVID-19 infections and the
absence of Canadian tourists.
Campgrounds, along with
other lodging establishments
and restaurants, were among
the businesses hit hardest
by early pandemic restrictions,
including capacity,
quarantine and out-of-state
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Scott Warren, co-owner of Megunticook Campground by the Sea in
Rockport, hangs a new sign at the entrance of the campground in this
May 2020

visitor limitations.
The U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention has recommended
that unvaccinated people
not travel over the holiday
weekend as COVID-19
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cases mount. Maine’s CDC
reported the largest single-day
increase in cases in months
on Friday, with 665 cases and
three deaths.
Most campgrounds are not
seeing cancellations, though.

While Mainers dominated
bookings last year, this year
license plates from as far
away as Texas and Alaska
line campgrounds. Most
campgrounds have been
doing well and more people
have purchased RVs and are
flocking from cities to rural
areas, said Steve Lyons,
director of the Maine Office
of Tourism.
“People are excited to be
outdoors,” said Catherine
Plourde, co-owner of the
Megunticook Campground
by the Sea and the Camden
Hills Community Campground,
both in Rockport. “We’re
having our best season ever.”
Her business was off 30
percent or more last year,
but this year it is higher
than before the pandemic in
2019. Megunticook has 98
campsites and Camden Hills
has 54 sites.
About 265,000 people
camped in state parks from
January through August of this
year, up about 16 percent over
those same months in 2020
and 2019, according to the
Maine Bureau of Parks and
Lands. Non-resident state park
camping reservations rose
32 percent over 2020, while
those from Maine residents
were up about 1 percent.
Private licenses campgrounds
also are seeing more visitors
this year than each of the past
two years.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/2XdwcHV
industrye-news.com

INDUSTRY NEWS

industrye-news.com

September 10th, 2021

| CAMPGROUND NEWS

9

INDUSTRY NEWS

Jellystone Park owners get creative
for Care Camps
PETER and Janet Clark of
Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park in
Woodstock, New Brunswick
were thinking on their feet
when their idea for a Care
Camps donation came to life.
As with most conventions
this past year, the Canadian
Camping and RV Council
turned its annual Outdoor
Hospitality Conference and
Expo into a virtual event.
Thanks to a new partnership
with Care Camps, the virtual
conference included a
presentation by the charity
and a silent auction where
individuals could
bid on donated items with
all proceeds going to support
the kids.
Peter and Janet Clark were
attending this event when they
learned about Care Camps
and later came up with their
creative idea to help kids with
cancer get to camp. “We had
donated 12 New Brunswick
lobsters, but there were only a
few bids,” says Peter.
As one of the members that
is well known to all, Peter was
asked to bring his signature
levity to the closing night’s
event and liven things up for
the audience. “That’s when I
decided to dig out my “Happy
Camper” pajamas and offer
up our services to work at any
campground for a weekend to
help Care Camps.”
Peter and Janet offered
to travel to any campground
in Canada and offer a free
weekend of their services
in September of this year, with
a special twist: They would do
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it all wearing adorable
pajamas with “Happy
Camper” on the back end.
The package was
immediately a huge hit, with
several parks jumping in on
the bidding. In the end, it was
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down to two campgrounds
bidding against one another
and driving up the donations.
Peter and Janet were so
excited by the response that
they decided to double their
donation to Care Camps

by offering two service
weekends! Each weekend
sold for $2,250, making the
total raised from this spur of
the moment idea to $4,500.
“We were all blown away;
first by the adorable idea,
but then by the incredible
generosity of this couple”,
said Jennifer Mercer,
Care Camps Director of
Development. “Peter and
Janet are an inspiration, and
their gift is going to bring a
lot of joy to some kids going
through an unimaginable
challenge. I hope it will bring
some pretty big smiles to the
campers who see them in
these pajamas too!”
Prior to January’s event,
Peter and Janet had never
heard of Care Camps, but
they were inspired by the
message. “We felt compelled
to get involved,” Peter says.
The couple had previously
worked with Make-a-Wish
and a hosted a terminally
ill child whose wish was to
have a fun weekend camping
at Jellystone Park with her
cousins. The experience
moved Peter and Janet, who
love to help out however they
are able. Care Camps was a
great fit for their gift because
the charity was founded by
other campground owners
to bring the healing power
of the outdoors and camping
to kids battling cancer and
their families.
The Canadian Camping
and RV Council was thrilled
by Peter and Janet’s selfless
donation to Care Camps.
industrye-news.com
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“Without a doubt, Peter
and Janet Clark are two of
the nicest people you will
ever have the chance to
meet,” says Shane Devenish,
President of the CCRVC.
“When Peter offered his
time to auction off during our
conference this year, I can’t
say I was overly surprised.
That is just the way Peter is.
He is a selfless individual who
would do anything for a good
cause. The winning bidders
will certainly get their money’s
worth. That’s for sure!”
The CCRVC is excited about
the new relationship with
Care Camps. “CCRVC looked
at the opportunity to help
Care Camps offer children
with cancer the chance to go
camping as a true privilege

industrye-news.com

and something that we really
wanted to be a part of,” says
Shane. “We are truly honored
and proud to be a partner of
Care Camps.”
About Care Camps:
It all began as a dream on
the part of a few campground
owners; today Care Camps
brings the healing power of
the outdoors to thousands
of kids across the US and
Canada, all at no cost to their
family. If your campground
or business would like to get
involved, you can go to
www.CareCamps.org or email
Jennifer Mercer at
jmercer@carecamps.org for
more information.
Source: Press Release
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Louisiana, Northeast see progress
one week after Hurricane Ida
More than half of New Orleans had electricity Monday; Biden declares New York and
New Jersey major disasters

LOUISIANA’S electricity
provider restored power
to most New Orleans
households by Monday
morning, as a heat wave
continued to threaten
elderly residents and other
vulnerable people.
Entergy Corp. said 63% of
the 205,000 New Orleans
customers that lost power
during Hurricane Ida had it
back by 10 a.m. Monday, up
from 50% on Sunday. That still
left around 76,000 customers
without electricity.
Statewide, about 52% of
the 902,000 customers that
lost power had it back, the
company said.
Ida made landfall in
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Louisiana last week as a
Category 4 hurricane with
150-mile-an-hour winds,
toppling utility poles and
leaving many residents
without air conditioning in
sweltering heat. On Sunday,
the state’s death toll—from
the worst storm to hit the
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area since Hurricane Katrina
in 2005—rose to 13 after
the Louisiana Department of
Health reported that a 74-yearold man had died due to heat
in Orleans Parish.
The National Weather
Service issued a heat advisory
for New Orleans on Monday,

as it had in previous days. It
also warned of flash floods
in southeast Louisiana in the
afternoon and evening, with
rainfall of one to 2 inches per
hour possible in some places.
Because the ground is already
very wet, it can’t absorb
rainwater while debris could
block drains, the agency wrote
on Twitter.
Nationwide, the storm’s
death toll rose to more than
60 on Sunday. The storm was
particularly deadly in New
York and New Jersey, where
people were trapped in their
cars or basements by flash
floods following heavy rains.
Full Article:
https://fxn.ws/2YK9U0P

industrye-news.com
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2 Colorado campgrounds named the
Best Luxury RV Resorts In America
HAVE you heard the news?
Not one but TWO Colorado RV
resorts have been named the
best in the country! Are you
surprised? No? Neither are
we, as Colorado truly has the
best camping opportunities
in America! However, if you
are a strictly RV fan, you will
definitely want to check out
the Garden of the Gods RV
Park and Palisade Basecamp.
Billed for being "much
more than a simple place
to park your rig," 10Best
names Garden of the Gods
RV Park as their #7 pick,
stating that "At Garden of
the Gods RV Resort, five
different site choices are

industrye-news.com

offers cottages and suites,
bunkhouses, and tent sites.
To learn more about the
Garden of the Gods RV Resort
- or to reserve your spot please visit their website at:
https://bit.ly/3BZ6Tbm

Garden of the Gods RV Resort

available for guests to enjoy,
including poolside back-ins and
executive pull-thru sites," plus
other amenities like
water and electric hook-

ups and complimentary
WiFi, heated pools, and a
playground and arcade.
In addition to its RV section,
Garden of the Gods also

Coming in at #10 on
10Best's list is the Palisade
Basecamp, a "14-acre Palisade
Basecamp RV Resort in
Colorado sits between a
vineyard and a river"
where "Guests can choose
between more than 100 sites,
including full hookup RV sites
with free wifi."
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/3BWeWp7
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Blue Water development expands
into Southeast
OCEAN CITY, Md. -- Blue
Water Development, a real
estate developer specializing
in outdoor hospitality
management, has assumed
management of its first RV
resorts in the Southeastern
United States – Reunion
Lake in Ponchatoula, La.,
and Sun Outdoors Pigeon
Forge in Sevierville, Tenn. The
transition was made official on
June 1 and brings the firm's
campground portfolio to 12.
"These are exceptional
properties, in fantastic
locations, and we're excited
to introduce Blue Water's
signature hospitality to a
region where guests expect
the best," said Todd Burbage,
Blue Water CEO. "Whether
it's a short drive from New
Orleans or to the magnificent
Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, these RV
resorts offer an abundance
of recreation and excursions
both on- and off-site. These
two campgrounds perfectly
reflect our mission of offering
a luxury camping experience
against the backdrop of iconic
tourism attractions."
Previously an RV-only
resort, Reunion Lake plans
to add 33 fully furnished one
and two-bedroom deluxe
vacation rental cottages that
will increase its capacity to
241 total sites. The resort sets
a new standard for camping
with top-rated facilities and
high-end amenities, including
a lazy river, swim-up tiki bar,
poolside cabanas, miniature
golf, outdoor lakefront
amphitheater, giant hot
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Blue Water Development, a real estate developer specializing in outdoor
hospitality management, has assumed management of Reunion Lake in
Ponchatoula, La., and Sun Outdoors Pigeon Forge in Sevierville, Tenn.

tub, sandy beach, and Wibit
floating water park. Its unique
location allows families to
explore the surrounding areas
of New Orleans, Baton Rouge,
and everything in between.
"At Reunion Lake, we are
passionate about providing the
easiest, cleanest, and most
fun camping trip our guests
will ever take," said Joel
Duncan, Reunion Lake General
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Manager. "Our friendly staff,
world-class amenities, and
convenient location offer an
ideal balance of adult fun and
family atmosphere, making
our campground the perfect
family vacation spot for any
time of year."
Sun Outdoors Pigeon
Forge offers equally
impressive surroundings,
accommodations, and

amenities. The resort offers
308 RV sites and cabins with
resort-style amenities such
as an RV and bus wash, aerial
adventure park, and multiple
water attractions geared
toward adventurers of all
ages. The surrounding area
offers a host of opportunities
for families to choose their
own adventure, from hiking
in Great Smoky Mountains
National Park to sightseeing
at Ripley's Aquarium of
the Smokies and visiting
Dollywood amusement park.
"Sun Outdoors Pigeon
Forge's warm southern
hospitality offers up a little
bit of everything to make the
ideal family getaway," said
Amber Williams, Pigeon Forge
General Manager. "More
daring family members can
get an adrenaline rush at our
on-site aerial adventure park,
while everyone can enjoy
cooling off at our swimming
pool complex featuring a
splash pad and lazy river. Our
resort provides something for
everyone at every age, even
four-legged family members!"
Both properties are open
year-round and offer their
own unique charm that will
keep families coming back for
future vacations. This latest
expansion of its outdoor
hospitality management
portfolio follows the recent
addition of Ocean City, Md.area's Frontier Town and Fort
Whaley; and Cape Charles,
Va.'s Cherrystone Family
Camping Resort.
Full Article:
https://prn.to/2VvnQdV
industrye-news.com
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Go RVing RV Owner Demographic Profile

THE Go RVing RV Owner
Demographic Profile is the
most comprehensive study of
RV ownership ever conducted,
providing deep insights
and perspectives on the
demographics and ownership
habits of RV Owners, Former
RV Owners, and RV Intenders.
The study focuses on
purchase trends, intentions
and motivations; RV usage
characteristics; the importance
of RV features; and, travel and
recreation preferences across
meaningful demographic and
generational breakouts as well
as RV product types.
“This is the most
comprehensive study we
have ever done on the RV
consumer,” said Go RVing Vice
President of Brand Marketing
Karen Redfern. “The insight
into the motivations and habits
of RV consumers will allow
us to more effectively target
like-minded owner prospects
industrye-news.com

with customized messaging
designed to draw them into
the purchase decision by
mirroring their lifestyle needs
and creating a desire for the
benefits of RVing. Armed with
this data and the advances
of digital marketing, Go
RVing can effectively reach
individuals that have never
been on our radar in the
past, allowing us to continue
expanding the marketplace for
our members and the overall
industry.”
The study found RV
ownership has increased over
62% in the last twenty years
with a record 11.2 million RV
owning households, split
almost equally between those
over and under the age of 55,
with significant growth among
18-to-34-year-olds, who now
make up 22 percent of the
market.
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/3nja8pP
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Jellystone Park locations offer
weekends filled with fall and
pre-Halloween fun

THE busiest time of year at
many Jellystone Park locations
is September and October.
That’s when the Yogi Bearthemed parks offer a variety
of fall and pre-Halloween
activities from making caramel
apples and scarecrows to
costume, campsite, and
pumpkin-decorating contests
to trick-or-treating. Some
locations even offer zombie
hunts, haunted houses, or
haunted trails.
“Specific activities vary
by location, but all of our
franchisees offer families
unique activities to help
them create memories
they will always cherish,”
said Trent Hershenson, vice
president of marketing for
Leisure Systems, Inc.,
which franchises 75 Jellystone
Park locations across
North America.
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park’s fall activities include
its annual Apple Dumpling
Festival September 24-26.
A family tradition for over 50
years, the festival will include
local crafters, make-and-take
crafts, an outdoor kitchen,
homemade apple dumplings,
live music, fireworks, and an
eight-acre corn maze. More
fall activities will be provided
the first weekend in October,
including an animal petting
zoo, line dancing, a straw bale
toss, and other farm activities
along with the corn maze. The
last four weekends of October
will have a Halloween theme
with a magic pumpkin patch,
pumpkin decorating, campsite
and costume contests and
trick-or-treating.
https://bit.ly/2VuK1Rj

Here is a sampling of the
upcoming Halloween activities
at Jellystone Park locations
across the country:
— Asheboro, North
Carolina: This park offers four
Halloween-themed activities
beginning the second
weekend in October. Activities

September 10th, 2021

vary by weekend and include
carnival games, a search
for the golden pumpkin, a
campsite decorating contest,
a costume parade, and a
dance party.
https://bit.ly/3hgboq8
— Big Prairie, Ohio: This

— Bloomington, Indiana:
This park will kick off the
season with a fall art festival
on the weekend of September
11-12 in which local artisans
will bring their creations and
demonstrate how they make
them. Craft activities will also
be offered, including wood
burning and candle making.
Guests will also be able to
enjoy live music while they
make apple pies over the
fire pit. The last weekend
of September will feature a
scarecrow decorating contest
and a magic pumpkin patch,
while every weekend in
October provides Halloweenthemed activities, including
a haunted trail, campsite and
industrye-news.com

painting as well as Halloweenthemed scavenger hunts, a
haunted trail, and a spooky
movie at the outdoor theater.
There will also be contests
for campsite, cabin and golf
cart decorating, pumpkin
carving and costume contests
for pets and people.
https://bit.ly/3hkrDSP
— Estes Park, Colorado: This
park offers four consecutive
Halloween-themed weekends
beginning September 10th.
Activities include campsite and
golf cart decorating contests,
trick- or-treating, haunted hikes
and zombie laser tag.
https://bit.ly/3E4svVt

costume contests and
trick-or-treating.
https://bit.ly/2X6CmJg
— Burleson, Texas: This
park offers both fall-themed
and spooky Halloween
activities every weekend
from September 24th through
October 31st. Activities
include Halloween and
fall-themed crafts, pumpkin
painting contests, scarecrow
decorating contests, campsite
decorating contests, costume
fashion shows, trick-ortreating, and “Moonlight
Madness Glow Parades.”
The little ones will also enjoy
the magic pumpkin patch
while older kids and adults
can experience the “Lost
Maze” for nighttime fun
and scares. Fall activities
continue each weekend in
November with Thanksgivingthemed activities, including
industrye-news.com

Thanksgiving feast scavenger
hunts, “stuff the turkey”
contests and turkey baster
relays. The park will also
host its first annual “Gobble
Contests” to see who’s the
best turkey out there!
https://bit.ly/3z5gVG8

— Caledonia, Wisconsin:
This park offers five
Halloween-themed weekends
beginning September 10.
Activities vary by weekend
and include planting magic
pumpkin seeds, making
caramel apples, and pumpkin

— Harrisville, Pennsylvania:
This park has a variety of
scary activities with two
zombie-themed weekends on
September 11-12 and 17-19
with zombie face painting and
“Zombie Body Part Scavenger
Hunts” and “Humansversus-Zombies” laser tag
and “Zombie Brain Relay
Races.” The park will also offer
Halloween-themed weekends
beginning the last weekend
of September and running
through October. Activities
will include 3D pumpkin patch
crafts, pumpkin painting,
bowling with pumpkins, and
“Great Pumpkin Races.” The
park will also offer “pumpkin
chunking” events in which
guests can launch mini
pumpkins at targets with a
giant slingshot. There will also
be costume contests and trickor-treating.
https://bit.ly/3zZieaB
For more information:
https://bit.ly/3jTXYSd
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Make a good financial decision
by investing in RV parks

MANY people are choosing
a full-time RVing lifestyle.
Some thought the RV
craze would end as soon
as COVID-19 died down.
However, the pandemic
seems to be the catalyst
sparking the fire in RV
investments. Today’s RV parks
are similar to the self-storage
industry 25 years ago; the
Recreation Vehicle industry
is in the early stages and
not overbuilt.
In the U.S., roughly 42
million people go camping
each year. This means that
RV parks, campgrounds, and
resorts are in high demand.
There are around 8,750
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privately owned Recreation
Vehicle parks in the United
States. Of those, 94 percent
are owned by proprietors
of less than five properties.
Based on that data, there are
not many competitors out
there, which makes investing
in these types of facilities a
good financial decision.
Due to the rising desire
to travel, RV investments
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have gone up more than 100
percent over the past 10 years.
The COVID pandemic has
been extremely helpful to this
rise since many chose to travel
around in a home-away-fromhome vehicle; rather than
staying quarantined inside a
residential home.
When investing in these
places, the key thing is the
most important factor —

location, location, location.
Everyone knows that the
better the location is, the
more in demand it will be.
So sprinkling in amenities
like pools, gyms, and laundry
rooms adds to the attraction of
an RV park.
A few other high demand
amenities include:
Wifi,
Dog parks,
Nearby fishing holes,
Utility hookups,
Hiking trails,
Full Article:
https://bit.ly/38Ry1fX
industrye-news.com
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ADVERTISING SERVICES
Since 2000, Big Rig Media has helped hundreds of RV property
owners pack their parks. We are online and print advertising
experts (Google, Facebook, Instagram, Good Sam & State
Associations) and can expertly craft the right advertising mix
that introduces new guests to you.

Contact us today
(P) 866-524-4744
(E) info@bigrigmedia.com
www.bigrigmedia.com

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
2150 SW 10th Street, Ste A
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

AQUISITIONS
SPECIALIZING IN RV PARKS AND CAMPGROUNDS.
We offer professional Park Brokerage Services to those seeking to
sell or purchase RV Parks, Resorts, Mobile Home Parks, Marinas,
and Campgrounds in Texas and Oklahoma. We offer a lot more than
typical Realtors or unlicensed Business Brokers, plus we have over
30 years experience just in this specialized Property.

www.rvparksforsale.com
Phone: 830-896-5050 Fax: 866-300-0146
info@rvparksforsale.com 612 Sidney Baker St. Kerrville, Texas 78028

CABINS/PARKS MODELS
Pinnacle Park Homes has served the campground industry for over
15 years. With our focus solely on park models and camping cabins,
Pinnacle Park Homes has become a leader in the industry. We
deliver to 48 states and our homes arrive complete – they are not a
kit. We offer a rental line exclusively to campground owners that are
designed to bring a return on investment in a short period of time.

Call us today or visit the web. 866-574-5159
26488 GA Hwy 3 Ochlocknee, GA 31773
Email: info@pinnacleparkhomes.com www.pinnacleparkhomes.com
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CONSULTANTS

CONSULTING
ACQUISITIONS
OPERATIONS

At Bud Styer and Associates LLC we offer marketing, operations,
and campground improvement consulting services to
campground and RV park owners and management, camping
entrepreneurs, and individuals contemplating a career in the RV
park and camping industry.
Bud Styer won't simply tell you what to do...
He'll work BESIDE YOU and he will SHOW you how to do it!

Phone: 608-592-2128
mrbud@budstyerassociates.com

Visit our website to request
a one hour complimentary
consultation.

Ph: 800-897-8836

"IT'S ALL ABOUT
THE FUN STUFF"

www.budstyerassociates.com

With more than 100 years of combined outdoor hospitality experience,
Gorin+Cohen Consulting Group LLC provides expert experience in all aspects
of RV park and campground design, development, investment, operations and
marketing. The Gorin+Cohen team exclusively works with investors, developers,
campground owners, park buyers and sellers providing experience based
consulting services at affordable fees.

www.gorincohenconsulting.com
info@gorincohenconsulting.com

FINANCING FOR RV PARKS & CAMPGROUNDS
Ameris Bank offers the SBA and USDA federal loan programs
nationwide for financing RV parks and campgrounds. These loans
have lower down payments and longer repayment terms than
conventional bank loans. Financing available for business
acquisition, partner buyout, business expansion, new business
startup, and refinancing for better repayment terms.

Ameris Bank | VP Government Guaranteed Lending
1412-C Castle Ct. | Houston, TX 77006
(C) 281.384.2595 | (F) 404.240.1508 | bruce.hurta@amerisbank.com
https://www.amerisbank.com/Business/Borrow/Government-Guaranteed-Lending

FINANCIAL SERVICES
MCPS for Campgrounds is the industry’s largest credit/debit card
processor with very low rates to save you money. We have a
virtual terminal, PCI Compliance Protection with up to $100,000
indemnification and many other services. We are on the Suppliers
Council of ARVC and over a dozen state and regional associations.
We work with most of the reservation services. MCPS processes
through Woodforest Bank, with over 800 branches in Wal-Mart stores.

418 Hazel St., New Berlin, PA 17855 USA
Ph: 877-858-9010 Fax: 866-361-2267
rvcreditcards@yahoo.com www.mcpsforcampgrounds.com

industrye-news.com
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MERCHANDISE AND SUPPLIES
BLUBANDOO – since 1993, offers customized USA made face
protection using Recycled Plastic Bottles, with a give-back to our
National Parks as a part of your purchase. Choose from adjustable
youth or adult sizes. Also available, customized thermal full face
and neck protection. Ideal for your guests or employees. We make
beautiful products with low minimums and fast delivery.
Order now in time for holiday selling.

Ph: 949 545 6105
info@blubandoo.com

www.blubandoo.com/destination

SMORSTIX - The perfect Marshmallow Roasting Stix. The original
since 1999. Packaged bulk or with pre-loaded clip-strips or
floor display. Made of 100% untreated white birch without any
additives, dirt or grime. SMORSTIX are a generous 30" length to
keep everybody at a safe distance from the fire. Trees & forests are
left undisturbed which is a good lesson when teaching the kids to
leave our forests the way we found them.

Ph: 877 766 7784
smorsales@smorstix.com www.smorstix.com

Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
2150 SW 10th Street, Ste A
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

PRINTING SERVICES
Since 2000, Big Rig Media has helped hundreds of RV property
owners pack their parks. We are graphic design and printing
experts. We provide custom designed park maps, rack cards,
direct mailers, business cards as well as all other design and
printing needs your property has.

Contact us today
(P) 866-524-4744
(E) info@bigrigmedia.com
www.bigrigmedia.com
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PRINTING SERVICES
Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
2150 SW 10th Street, Ste A
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

RECREATION EQUIPMENT
The Jump Pad has taken the market by storm and is the ideal kid
magnet for campgrounds and RV resorts. Available in a variety of
sizes, the Jump Pad is a series of inflatable "pillows" along a flat
play jump area. No installation is required. Insurance companies
have endorsed it. Can be folded and stored over winter!

Phone Randy on 704 902 1786
thejumppad@gmail.com www.thejumppad.com

RESERVATION SOFTWARE
Campspot is the industry’s leading campground management
and reservation software. Our powerful, cloud-based platform
automatically optimizes to fill your reservation grid and drive
revenue. Campspot is easy to customize, use, and show others.
With no setup, support, or subscription fees, we guarantee you’ll
book more. Schedule your FREE demo!

Join Campspot
https://software.campspot.com/book-more
Contact: Griffin Engel
Phone: (616) 226-5500 x107 Email: sales@campspot.com

Ready to upgrade your reservation system? If you're looking for
simplicity with flexibility, Open Campground is an affordable and
easy to use solution for your reservation system needs. Supports
use in house and reservations by the guest.
Check out the FREE demo today!

www.OpenCampground.com
Email: info@opencampground.com

industrye-news.com
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RESERVATION SOFTWARE
MySites Reservations System uses the latest technology to
manage both online and internal bookings. With both robust
mobile features and real time reporting, you can access and
manage your business anywhere in the world.
The best part, it’s FREE.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
2150 SW 10th Street, Ste A
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

Say hello to NewBook! Your all-in-one, cloud-based, campground
management and reservation software. Our full suite of features
are designed to help you maximize efficiency, boost revenue and
increase your bookings. But why are we different? The NewBook
platform is upgraded multiple times a year at no extra cost, and
developed using suggestions from our clients. It’s campground
management made simple.

Claim your free demo at www.newbook.cloud
Phone: (310) 855 3773
Email: sales@newbook.cloud

With over 30 years of innovation and 6,000 properties, RMS
provides customizable, easy-to-use cloud-based reservation and
property management software for RV parks and campgrounds.
RMS helps drive bookings, boost operational efficiency and
streamline communication with guests to increase revenue and
maximize business potential.

11120 Roselle St,
Suite B San Diego, CA 92121
Email: hello@rmsnorthamerica.com https://www.rmsnorthamerica.com/

Staylist is not only the next generation online booking tool, we are
also a comprehensive campground management software. We pride
ourselves in the user experience and maximizing your revenue. Our
intuitive platform allows you to put into place a dynamic pricing
strategy, you can also automatically generate incremental revenue with
pre-and post arrival stray nights, our contactless check in service does
not require your guest to download an app they simply check in online,
our grid maximizer will place reservations back to back ultimately
increasing your booking efficiency and open up dates that perhaps
were not once available. We have so much more to offer! Give us a call
today to see how we can help increase your bottom line!

Tracy Porier
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865-248-0045

pro.staylist.com
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SANITATION
Phelps Honey Wagon, Inc. works to provide the best mobile
sewage handling system in the country. Making every effort to
set you up with a system that will best fit your needs. Proven
industrial equipment that makes sewage handling 'so sweet'
since 1970.

158 Whiskey Spring Rd, Dillsburg, PA 17019
800-463-3707
info@phelpshoneywagon.com www.phelpshoneywagon.com

WEBSITE DESIGN/HOSTING
Southeast Publications provides site maps for your campground
at NO COST to you. We can design your rack cards, mirror
hangers, business cards, banners and more. FREE listing on
MobileRVing.com and mobile app.

Call today 888.832.3292
www.SoutheastPublications.com
2150 SW 10th Street, Ste A
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442
ContactUs@SoutheastPublications.com

WEBSITE DESIGN/HOSTING
Since 2000, Big Rig Media has helped hundreds of RV property
owners pack their parks. We offer custom websites that are
designed to convert visitors. We integrate seamlessly with all
online reservation platforms and our website services include
full managed hosting, maintenance and access to our 5-star
in-house technical team.

Contact us today
(P) 866-524-4744
(E) info@bigrigmedia.com
www.bigrigmedia.com

WIFI INTERNET SERVICES
TengoInternet designs, builds and supports outdoor WiFi & connectivity
solutions for management groups and owner/operators in the outdoor
hospitality industry - including private campgrounds & resorts, state
& municipal parks, oil field housing, mobile home communities,
outdoor malls and smart cities. Headquartered in Austin, Texas, Tengo
has been serving the outdoor hospitality industry in the US and Canada
with award-winning service for over 19 years, building over 3000+
networks and serving over 6 million connected devices in 2019.

512-469-7660
sales@tengointernet.com www.tengointernet.com
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